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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting  
June 15, 2006
The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 15, 2006, in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Mr. Kenny Bush, Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Rosetta Richard, Chair.  Ms. Richard noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings.  
Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:
· Welcomed Dr. Doris Smith, the Mississippi College Teacher Education/Leadership Masters Cohort class 6 & 7, Representative John Reeves, and Representative Pat Montgomery to the meeting;

· Thanked Ms. Gwenda Purnell, Director of the Office of Leadership and Professional Development and Department staff for their hard work in preparing the Mississippi Department of Education’s 2006 Summer Conference held in Oxford recently;

· Stated that the item for the Office of Special Education would not be discussed at this meeting.  Congress passed a law requiring the U.S. Department of Education to put regulations in place by July; however, the final regulations will not be available until August 2006; and 

· Reported that the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) has task the Department with the evacuation of the coastal counties in the event of a hurricane, using school buses.  The Department is to develop a communication plan that would outline to the local school districts their responsibilities.

Dr. Bounds welcomed Representative John Reeves and Representative Pat Montgomery to the Board meeting and stated that each would like to speak to the Board regarding the Vending Regulations.  

Representative Reeves spoke in strong support of the vending machine guidelines.  He felt that the timeline for implementation of the guidelines should become effective school year 2006 – 2007.  Representative Montgomery stated that he would like the Department to take another look at the guidelines regarding the calorie count for milk.

Ms. Regina Ginn discussed adopting school district vending regulations to 

determine what and when products can be sold on the school campus.  Ms. Ginn 

stated that Senate Bill 2602, Section 18 requires the State Board of Education

to adopt regulations for districts’ compliance regarding what products may be 

sold in vending machines on campus and when they can be sold.   Ms. Ginn 

recommended approval on Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures 

Act process.

Mr. Howard Sanders gave a report on the North Bolivar School District.


Dr. Joe Haynes gave a report on the Holmes County School District.

Ms. Ginn and Ms. Lea Ann McElroy discussed awarding competitive grants to 

the following local school districts for “Phase IV” of the Early and Periodic 

Screening Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) School Nurse Program:  Corinth 

School District, Desoto County School District, George County School District, 

Grenada School District, Lamar County School District, Petal School District, and 

Starkville School District.  The EPSDT program provides preventive and 

comprehensive health services for Medicaid-eligible children and youth up to age 

21.  The Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Healthy Schools secured 

a grant from The Bower Foundation in February 2006 to administer the program. 

Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday. 

Ms. Ginn and Ms. McElroy discussed grant renewals for the following School

Health Pilot Programs:  Nettleton School District (northern region), Jackson 

Public School District (central region), and McComb School District (southern

region).  These programs provide a variety of coordinated/comprehensive 

school health programs in elementary school settings.  Legislation requires the 

grantees to develop an evaluation plan to determine the programs’ effect on 

dropout rates, suspension, expulsions, attendance and test scores.  Ms. Ginn

recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Ginn and Mr. Gary May discussed the contract with Murle Kitchen to assist 

with management of the Statewide Purchasing Program.  This contract would 

allow the contractor to provide on-site inspections of distributors, investigate 

potential bidders, assistance in auditing distributor inventory claims and price 

claims, and arbitrating disputes between participants and distributors.  Ms. Ginn 

recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Trecina Green to serve as Bureau Director II for Office of Curriculum and Instruction at an annual salary of $70,460.28.  Ms. Carson recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Chris Wall to serve as Bureau

Director II for Office of Instructional Development and Student Organizations at 

an annual salary of $70,460.28.  Ms. Carson recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. James Sardin and Mr. Bill McGrew discussed the five additional sites and 

allocations for the Agricultural and Environmental Science and Technology 

(AEST) program Initiative.  The additional sites were recommended for 

funding at an approximate cost of $140,000.00 to $150,000.00 per site.  The

following school districts were recommended:  Alcorn State University, 

Independence High School/Tate County, Weir Attendance Center/Choctaw 

County, Magee High School/Simpson County, and Mendenhall High School/ 

Simpson County.  Wayne County Vocational Center/Wayne County and 

Edinburgh Attendance Center/Leake County were recommended as Alternate 

sites.  Mr. Sardin recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Sardin discussed the FY 2007 financial allocations for the following 

vocational-technical programs and services:  Soil Conservation Service 

Agreement/Allocation, FFA Agreement/Allocation, Extended Contracts, and 

Research and Curriculum Unit (RCU) for Vocational and Technical Education.   

Mr. Sardin recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Sardin discussed the contract with Melior-Delaware, Inc. to allow access to 

online training and education services and a Learning Management System for 

the implementation of Automotive Technical Online Training.  Melior-Delaware, 

Inc., in conjunction with major automotive manufacturers, has developed a 

product that allows students to work on automotive problems from home or in the 

classroom and be instantly tested on their knowledge in that area.  This product 

works in conjunction with the existing curriculum framework and would be part of 

the Career Pathway for this course.  Mr. Sardin recommended approval on 

Friday.

Mr. Steve Williams discussed the contract renewal with the Office of the Attorney 

General to provide the full-time equivalent of two attorneys and the half-time 

equivalent of one attorney to perform legal services for the State Board of

Education.  Mr. Williams recommended approval on Friday. 

Mr. Williams discussed continuing in effect the Board’s Declaration of State of

Emergency based on the findings that, pursuant to the continuing proclamation 

issued by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, a state of emergency

continues to exist as a result of Hurricane Katrina and that, pursuant to the

provisions of the Hurricane Education Recovery Act, federal funds have been 

allocated to address educational needs resulting from this disaster.  Mr. Williams 

recommended approval on Friday.  

Mr. Williams discussed awarding grants for Special Projects appropriated by the 

Mississippi Legislature, House Bill 1559 to the following:  Mississippi State 

University for the Mississippi Writing/Thinking Institute, Mississippi State 

University Institute for Educational Design, Greater Columbus Learning Center, 

Vision Research Corporation Vision Screening Program, University of Southern 

Mississippi Preschool Language Program, Jobs for Mississippi Graduates, Inc., 

Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, Gulfport School District Travel and Tourism, 

Very Special Arts of Mississippi, Mississippi Arts Commission Arts Institute, IHL 

Alternate Route Certification, and World Class Teacher Programs.  Mr. Williams 

recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Williams  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1discussed the following reports, which contain student, fiscal, and 

personnel data subject to State Board of Education policy on withholding 

Mississippi Adequate Education Program Funds for the 2006-2007 School Year 

(Policy No. DFBG-2):  Monthly Attendance Summary Report, Personnel 

Accreditation Date Report, FETS Data, FY07 Consolidated Federal Programs 

Application, and Student Discipline and Incidents Reports.  Mr. Williams stated 

that these reports are crucial to the development of the Department of 

Education’s budget request and legislative priorities.  Mr. Williams recommended 

approval on Friday.

Mr. Williams discussed revising language in the current State Board Policy 

(DFBI) to reflect changes in the rules and regulations regarding the 

administration of funds appropriated for Education Enhancement Funds for 

Classroom Supplies and Materials, pursuant to Senate Bill 2602, enacted by the 

Mississippi Legislature during its regular 2006 session.  Mr. Williams 

recommended approval on Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures Act 

process.

Dr. Kris Kaase discussed the contract modification with Harcourt Assessment, 

Inc. to add deliverables and reduce contract amount for the Subject Area Testing

Program (SATP).  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the modification of grant awards to the existing Mississippi 

Reading First school districts.  The grant awards would be increased in order to 

support the implementation of interventions during the extended year/extended 

day program.  Districts would receive $45,000 per school for salaries and 

$30,000 per school for commodities.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on 

Friday.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:55 a.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  

Ms. Sonya Amis discussed the accredited status for Holy Child Jesus School.

The Holy Child Jesus School is a small Catholic school in Canton and has been 

in operation since 1946.  The school has verified compliance with all applicable 

accreditation standards for the elementary school programs in grades K-6 as 

specified in Mississippi Nonpublic School Accountability Standards, 2004. 
Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Bounds stated that the agenda item regarding the award of grants for the

Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act through the Impact Aid for Displaced 

Students would be brought back to the Board in July.  He said that the 

Department had received three amounts of money for the Restart for Displaced 

Students and are waiting on the 4th quarter funds.  Districts have a timeline to 

obligate the money by July 31, 2006 and to spend it by September 30, 2006. 

Therefore to give districts the maximum amount of time to obligate, the 

Department would utilize the State of Emergency provision to award the funds 

and bring the item to the Board for ratification in July.

Ms. Amis discussed modifying the selected high schools to participate in the

National Governors Association Honors Grant Program.  The purpose of the 

program is to further facilitate state high school redesign efforts in school districts 

most impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  The National Governors Association (NGA) 

selected the state of Mississippi to receive grant funding under Phase Two of its 

Honor States Grant Program.  Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed the contract modification for Joe Haynes to continue to serve 

as Interim Conservator for the Holmes County School District.  Ms. Amis

recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed the amendment to the No Child Left Behind Consolidated 

State Plan to revise the methodology of the 21st Century Community Learning 

Centers Grant.  The new methodology, developed by the Advisory Council for 

Federal Programs, outlines the grant award funding criteria and academic criteria 

for grants by defining what is considered appropriate gains in student 

achievement.  The amendment cleared the Administrative Procedures 

Act Process with no public comment.  Ms. Amis recommended approval on 

Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed the contract modification with Gulf Coast Education Initiative 

to continue to monitor and provide technical assistance to all nonpublic and 

private schools awarded Immediate Aid to Restart School Operations funds.  Ms. 

Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed modifying the approved list of Supplemental Educational 

Service (SES) Providers to add one provider and remove another provider.  Ms. 

Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Gwenda Purnell discussed the contract with Florida Virtual Schools to

provide online courses for students through Mississippi Virtual School.  Ms. 

Purnell recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Purnell discussed the contract with Aventa Learning to provide online 

courses for students through Mississippi Virtual School.  Ms. Purnell 

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Daphne Buckley discussed  Pontotoc County School District’s need for 

administrators to participate in the Mississippi School Administrator Sabbatical 

Program.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed establishing New Endorsement Code #909 for Elementary 

Special Education (K-6) for High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation 

(HOUSSE) option as recommended by the commission on Teacher and 

Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development.   This would

allow veteran special education teachers to become highly qualified as required 

by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  The New Endorsement Code #909 

cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comment.  Dr. 

Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed establishing New Endorsement Code #910 for Special

Education (K-12) for Fundamental Subjects Test: Praxis II 0511 as 

recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, 

Certification and Licensure Development.  This will allow Special Education 

teachers seeking to become highly qualified to teach fundamental core academic 

subject areas across K-12 grade levels.  The New Endorsement Code #910 

cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comment.  Dr. 

Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed revising Middle Grades 4-8 Endorsement Codes from 4-8

to 7-8 to Align with Highly Qualified Definition as recommended by the 

Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and 

Licensure Development.  This revision would clarify and clearly define the 

purpose for the use of the Middle Grades endorsements.  The revision of the 

Middle Grades 4-8 Endorsement Codes cleared the Administrative Procedures 

Act process with no public comment.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on 

Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed establishing the American Board Certification for Teacher 

Excellence (ABCTE) Alternate Route Program to assist with the recruitment of 

teachers in hard to staff geographical areas at the secondary level.  The 

Alternate Route Program cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with 

public comments which were presented to the Board.  Dr. Buckley recommended 

approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed awarding a $50,000.00 grant to Mississippi School Boards 

Association to conduct continuing education courses for local school board 

members.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed the Mississippi School of the Arts Wellness Plan.  The wellness plan involves students, faculty, and staff in a collaborative effort to 

promote the improvement and maintenance of healthy life styles.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed revision of the Admissions Criteria for the Mississippi

School of the Arts.  This change makes the process less cumbersome for 

students and has resulted in a significant cost savings without compromising 

fairness, accessibility, and diversity.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on 

Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process.

Dr. Buckley discussed a five-year, renewable Agreement for Service between 

the Mississippi Department of Education and Entergy Mississippi, Inc. for the 

Mississippi School of the Arts.  The agreement was initially proposed in fiscal 

year 2005, but was postponed due to the uncertainty of legislative funding for 

Mississippi School of the Arts.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed authorizing the Mississippi School of the Arts staff to work 

with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History to proceed with the 

removal of Elizabeth Cottage from the school campus in accordance with 

guidelines for historic property.  Dr. Bodenhamer stated that she had contacted 

the Mississippi Department of Achieves and History property owned by the 

State.  The building is a health and safety hazard that is located at the heart of 

the campus that sends a very negative message to potential students and 

visitors.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed the Interlocal Agreement between the Mississippi School 

of the Arts and Brookhaven School District for 2006-2007 school year.  Dr. 

Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed the one-year grant ($4,613,788.00) to Mississippi 

University for Women to operate the Mississippi School for Mathematics and 

Science for the 2006-2007 school year.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on 

Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed the grant with the University of Mississippi to manage the 

Mississippi Teacher Fellowship and Extension for Veteran Teachers Program. 

Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday. 

Ms. Carson gave a report of personnel actions; no action was required.

The meeting adjourned at 1:40 pm.

Approved:
____________________________

__________________________
Claude Hartley, Chair
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