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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
April 13, 2006
The regular meeting of the Mississippi Board of Education was held at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 13, 2006, in Ewing Hall of the Jacob Conference Center at Delta State University, Highway 8, Cleveland, Mississippi.  Board members present were: Mr. Kenny Bush, Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  Board members absent were:  Mr. Hal Gage and Mr. Bill Jones.
Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:

· Thanked Dr. Lynn House, Dean of Education, Delta State University and Mr. Jim Nicholson, Executive Director of the Delta Area Association of Superintendents, for their assistance with the arrangements necessary for the Board meeting to be held at Delta State University; and

· Reported that members of the Mississippi Board of Education toured the schools in the North Bolivar School District on Wednesday to see the progress and improvements being made in the schools following the Board’s takeover of the district in November.

Mr. Steve Williams distributed (copy on file) and gave a Legislative Update.

Mr. Martez Hill discussed the revisions to the Mississippi Secondary and 

Postsecondary Curriculum Frameworks which have cleared the Administrative

Procedures Act process with public comments, which were presented to the

Board.  Each curriculum framework follows the established format for secondary or postsecondary vocational and technical programs.  Draft curricula for each program were revised and reviewed with input from local district personnel and business and industry collaborators.  Mr. Hill recommended approval.

Mr. Hill discussed the contract with Third Day Solutions to provide maintenance

for the Grant Management Portal to manage the $15M Carl Perkins Federal Vocational Grant.  Mr. Hill recommended approval.
Dr. Beth Sewell discussed the revisions to the Mississippi Public School 

Accountability Standards, 2006.  The revisions cleared the Administrative

Procedures Act process with no public comments.  Dr. Sewell recommended 

approval.

Dr. Sewell discussed awarding grants for Hurricane Katrina Education 

Recovery Act through the Impact Aid for Displaced Students.  The grants would 

provide funds for local education agencies to assist with the cost of educating 

students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita during school year 2005-

2006, for nonpublic schools serving displaced students, and for Bureau of 

Indian Affairs (BIA)-funded schools serving displaced students.  Dr. Sewell 

recommended approval.

Dr. Susan Rucker stated that the Department is working with the U. S. Department of 

Education (USDOE) to clarify information received from the USDOE regarding the

use of non-public Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act funds.  

Dr. Kris Kaase discussed awarding a contract with Pearson Educational 

Measurement for the purpose of providing technical services and products for

the Mississippi Curriculum Test, Second Edition (MCT2), criterion-referenced 

tests in reading/language arts and mathematics administered in grades 3

through 8.  The MCT2 will be fully aligned with the Mississippi Language Arts

Curriculum Framework 2006 and the Mississippi Mathematics Curriculum 

Framework 2007.  The MCT2 will also allow Mississippi to be in full compliance 

with the requirements of the federal legislation No Child Left Behind Act.
Dr. Kaase recommended approval.

Dr. Kaase discussed the revision of the Mississippi’s Policies for Implementation of

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) 2004.  IDEIA 2004 

maintains the basic principles of IDEA 1997, which is a free and appropriate public 

education for all students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment. 

Dr. Kaase recommended approval to begin the Administrative Procedures 

Act process.

Ms. Gwenda Purnell discussed awarding grants in support of Enhancing Education 

through Technology (E2T2) to assist local school districts in the implementation of a 

comprehensive plan that ensures the effective use of technology in elementary and 

secondary schools with a goal of improving student achievement.  Ms. Purnell 

recommended approval.

Ms. Purnell discussed contract modification with Aventa Learning to continue to 

provide services and products for the Mississippi Virtual School (formerly MOLLI).  

This modification would allow the Mississippi Department of Education to provide 

online courses for students during the summer months.  Ms. Purnell recommended 

approval.

Ms. Purnell discussed the contract modification with eCollege to continue to provide 

services for the Mississippi Virtual School (formerly MOLLI).  This modification 

would allow the Mississippi Department of Education to provide an online portal to 

allow online courses for students during the summer months.  Ms. Purnell 

recommended approval.

Mr. Wesley Williams discussed the critical shortage subject areas for the Federal

Stafford Program and Paul C. Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program.  The State

Board of Education designates critical shortage subject areas annually.  This 

designation enables participants to quality for deferment of local repayment under the 

Federal Stafford program and for the reduction of teaching obligations under the Paul 

C. Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program.  Mr. Williams recommended approval.
Mr. Williams discussed the critical shortage geographical regions for Critical Needs

Teacher Scholarship Program, William Winter Teacher Scholar Loan Program,

Federal Stafford Program, and Paul C. Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program. 

The State Board of Education designates critical geographical regions annually.  This 

designation enables participants of the Critical Needs Teacher Scholarship program 

to pay back service in a designated shortage area.  Mr. Williams recommended 

approval.

Mr. Hill presented the report of personnel actions for March 2006; no action was 

requested.

Mr. Hill discussed the recommendation made by Dr. Bounds of the appointment of 

Dr. Beth Sewell to serve as Executive to the State Superintendent (Deputy State

Superintendent) in the Office of Instructional Programs and Services at a yearly 

salary of $139,500.00.  Mr. Hill recommended approval.

Mr. Hill discussed the recommendation made by Dr. Bounds of the appointment of 

Ms. Sonya M. Amis to serve as Associate State Superintendent in the Office of 

Innovation and School Improvement at a yearly salary of $104,495.40.  Mr. Hill

 recommended approval.

Mr. Hill discussed the recommendation made by Dr. Bounds of the appointment of 

Mr. Adam Bunch to serve as Bureau Director II in the Office of Internal Accountability 

at a yearly salary of $70,460.28.  Mr. Hill recommended approval.

Mr. Hill discussed the recommendation made by Dr. Bounds of the appointment of 

Mr. Paul Sumrall to serve as Chief of Staff, Bureau Director II, in the State 

Superintendent’s Office at a yearly salary of $70,460.28.  Mr. Hill recommended 

approval.

Dr. Bounds encouraged the Board to attend the Mississippi Department of 

Education’s Summer Conference June 5-7, which would coincide with the Board’s 

Retreat on June 4 & 5 in Oxford. 

Dr. Bounds stated that the Department is developing a proposal for a

Campaign for Dropout Prevention.  He said the Department is considering a 

comprehensive advertising campaign to demonstrate the benefits of completing high 

school and the pitfalls of not completing high school as one facet of the attack on the 

problem.  He said he has appointed a group to study the dropout issue in the state

and plans to build a comprehensive model to help reduce it.  In addition,

he would address the dropout problem in the next few weekly columns that will be 

sent out to all newspapers throughout the state.  He is also working with a 

media group to build a message using successful, well-known Mississippians to 

encourage children to stay in school and help reduce the dropout rate.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:30 p.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

I. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Rosetta Richard, Chair.
II. Ms. Rebecca Harris led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Dr. David Sistrunk gave the invocation.
III. On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting of March 17-18, 2006.
IV.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda. 
V. In the Chair’s Report, Ms. Rosetta Richard reported that the Board had visited the North Bolivar School District and that they were very enthusiastic about seeing the district working together to improve the educational quality and eliminate the need for the conservatorship.  
Ms. Richard reported that she had appointed Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet to serve as Chair of the Vending Machine Task Force for the Office of Healthy Schools to bring recommendations to the Board for their input to establish guidelines for vending machines in schools and the sale of other food items on the school campus.  

Ms. Richard read a resolution in recognition of the numerous contributions of Dr. Susan Rucker, Executive to the State Superintendent, (Deputy State Superintendent) in the Office of Instructional Programs and Services, who will retire April 30.  Dr. Rucker has dedicated 29 years to education, with nine of those years with the Mississippi Department of Education.  Ms. Richard requested that the resolution be added to the minutes.

On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, and seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board voted unanimously that the resolution be added to the minutes (copy attached).

VI.     Other Action Items
Office of Deputy Superintendent

03.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the revisions to The Mississippi Secondary and Postsecondary Curriculum Frameworks.  The revisions cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments, which were presented to the Board (copy attached). 

04.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board unanimously approved the contract with Third Day Solutions to provide maintenance for the Grant Management Portal to manage the $15M Carl Perkins Federal Vocational Grant (copy attached).

18.
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board unanimously approved the appointment of Sonya M. Amis to serve as Associate State Superintendent in the Office of Innovation and School Improvement at a yearly salary of $104,495.40 to become effective April 1, 2006 (copy attached). 

19.
On a motion by Dr. David Sistrunk, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved the appointment of Adam Bunch to serve as Bureau Director II in the Office of Internal Accountability at a yearly salary of $70,460.28 to become effective April 1, 2006 (copy attached). 

20.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board unanimously approved the appointment of Dr. Beth Sewell to serve as Executive to the State Superintendent (Deputy State Superintendent) in the Office of Instructional Programs and Services at a yearly salary of $139,500.00 to become effective April 1, 2006 (copy attached).

21.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved the appointment of Mr. Paul Sumrall to serve as Chief of Staff, Bureau Director II, in the State Superintendent’s Office at a yearly salary or $70,460.28 to become effective April 1, 2006 (copy attached).

Dr. Bounds recognized Ms. Amis, Mr. Bunch, Dr. Sewell, and Mr. Sumrall. 

Office of Instructional Programs and Services


05. 
On a motion by Dr. David Sistrunk, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved the proposed revisions to the Mississippi Public 

School Accountability Standards, 2006, which cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comments (copy attached).

09.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved to award grants for the Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act through the Impact Aid for Displaced Students (copy attached).

10.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved awarding the contract for the purpose of providing technical services and products for the Mississippi Curriculum Test, Second Edition (MCT2), criterion-referenced tests in reading/language arts and mathematics administered in grades 3 through 8 (copy attached).

11.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to revise the Mississippi’s Policies for Implementation of IDEIA 2004 (copy attached).

12. 
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved to award grants in support of Enhancing Education through Technology (E2T2) (copy attached).

13. 
On a motion by Dr. David Sistrunk, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved to modify the contract with Aventa Learning to continue to provide online courses for students during the summer months and services and products for the Mississippi Virtual School (formerly MOLLI) (copy attached).

14.
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved the contract modification with eCollege to continue to provide services for the Mississippi Virtual School (copy attached).

Office of Quality Educators


15.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board unanimously approved the critical shortage subject areas for the Federal Stafford Program and the Paul C. Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program (copy attached).

16.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the critical shortage geographical regions for Critical Needs Teacher Scholarship Program, William Winter 

Teacher Scholar Loan Program, Federal Stafford Program, and Paul C. Douglas Teacher Scholarship Program (copy attached).

VI. Recognition Ceremony

· Homer McNeal, Broad Street High School student
Top speller in the North Bolivar School District

· Ethel Woodley, Broad Street High School Technology Discovery teacher

South Eastern Consortium for Minorities in Engineering (SECME) 

National Teacher of the Year

VII. State Board of Education
01.
Mr. Claude Hartley reported that he had recently attended a rally in Tupelo celebrating public schools.

Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet reported that she had recently attended and participated in the NASBE School Wellness workshop.

02.
There were no requests to attend meetings.
VIII. On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board

voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 1:23 p.m.
Approved:
_____________________________
________________________________
Rosetta Richard, Chair


Hank M. Bounds
Mississippi Board of Education

Executive Secretary
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