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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
August 19, 2005
The regular meeting of the Mississippi Board of Education was held at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, August 19, 2005, in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Mr. Kenny Bush, Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Bill Jones, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  Board member absent was:  Mr. Hal Gage.
I. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Rosetta Richard, Chair.
II. Mr. Bill Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Dr. David Sistrunk                    gave the invocation.

III.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Mr. Kenny Bush, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting of July 14-15, 2005.

IV.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda. 
V. In the Chair’s Report, Ms. Rosetta Richard recognized Mr. Dixon Mills, Director of Licensure, who would be retiring at the end of August for 41 years of state service.  He was presented with a certificate in appreciation of his contributions to the Mississippi Department of Education and to our state.

VI.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the following consent agenda items:
Contracts

01.
Mississippi Society for Disabilities.  $21,970 (subject to availability of funds).  08/19/05 – 06/30/06.  State funds.  Sole Source

(Office of State Schools and Special Projects – Ron Love) 

The contractor will provide language/speech screenings, evaluations, and therapy to Mississippi School for the Blind students, birth through twenty years, identified as being in need of such services during the 2005-2006 school year.  The contractor will provide a licensed speech/language therapist with experience in working with visually impaired children and one who is well qualified to provide this service.  The contractor is located in Jackson, Mississippi.  The Department was unable to reduce the amount of the contract by negotiation.  The contractor is not a former Department employee or related to a Department employee.

02.
Research Foundation of State University of New York (ESCORT).  $48,000 (subject to availability of funds).  08/19/05 – 06/30/06.  Federal funds.  Pool of Providers

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services – Susan Rucker) 

The contractor will provide the Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Innovative Support, with technical assistance and professional development in the following three areas:  Comprehensive Needs Assessment, which will identify and address the special educational needs of migratory children; Service delivery, which describes the services the State will provide on a statewide basis to address the special educational needs of migrant students; and Identification and Recruitment, which provides equity in education for migrant children and families in order that they are able to access all program services.  The contractor is located in Albany, NY.  The Department was unable to reduce the amount of the contract by negotiation.  The contractor is not a former Department employee or related to a Department employee.

State Public School Building Funds

(Office of Safe and Orderly Schools—Regina Ginn)

03.
Approval of change orders for State Public School Building Fund
The Office of Safe and Orderly Schools requests approval of change orders for construction projects.  School districts are requested to submit any modifications to an approved contract (copy of summary attached).

04.
Approval of final projects for State Public School Building Fund

The Office of Safe and Orderly Schools requests approval of final projects for state public school building funds.  School districts are requested to submit closing documents upon completion of construction projects (copy of summary attached).

05.
Approval of school district facility site(s) for the location of the construction of capital improvements
Senatobia Municipal School District requests approval of a site for the construction of a new high school (grades 9 through 12 with an enrollment of approximately 900 students) located on approximately 34 acres on the Northwest Corner of Highway 4 and Stage Road in Senatobia, Mississippi (copy of summary attached).

VII.
Other Action Items

Office of Deputy State Superintendent


Office of Management Information Services

01.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Mr. Kenny Bush, the Board unanimously approved the contract renewal with Inline Connections for MDE Hardware Maintenance (copy attached).

Office of School Financial Services

01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved to remove the financial advisor from the Amory School District (copy attached).

Office of Instructional Programs and Services

01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved the revision of the Consolidated State Application Accountability Workbook.  The plan has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comment (copy attached).

Office of Academic Education

Office of Compulsory School Attendance Enforcement

01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved the Agreement between Lamar County Public School District and Lumberton Public School District for Alternative Education Program (copy attached).

Office of Academic Education


Office of Curriculum and Instruction
01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved to award the Talent Search Grant to Newton Municipal School District (copy attached).

Office of Academic Education

Office Of Reading, Early Childhood and Language Arts

01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved to award continuation grants for Even Start Family Literacy Program (copy attached).

Office of Student Assessment

01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved to modify contract with E and R Assessments to provide professional development training on the Mississippi Alternate Assessment of Extended Curriculum Frameworks for Students with Disabilities (copy attached).

Office of School Improvement

01.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board unanimously approved to increase the standard (cut score) for the Validated Personnel Appraisal Instrument for Superintendents, Central Office Staff, and Principals as a part of the evaluation process for Priority Schools as recommended by the Standard Setting Committee.  The plan has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comment (copy attached).

Office of Quality Educators




Educator Licensure

01.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved to establish the Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12 for Elementary License K-3 Designated Critical Shortage School Districts Only.  The plan has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act Process with public comments, which were presented to the Board (copy attached).

On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet that the Board adopt items 2 and 3 under the Office of Educator Licensure as an emergency based on the Board’s finding that there is an imminent peril to the public welfare, which requires adoption of the rules upon fewer than twenty-five (25) day notice.  The Board reached it’s finding after considering the following reasons:

· There is a critical shortage of teachers in this state;

· A recent review by the U.S. Department of Education pursuant to No Child Left Behind restricted the licensing options available to teachers;

· This restriction severely impacted an already critical situation;

· Without the two licenses, districts will have to place long-term substitute teachers holding only high school diplomas in approximately 1700 to 1800 classrooms;

· Research shows that one year of poor teaching will have a harmful impact on a child’s entire educational career;

· 1700 to 1800 classrooms with long-term substitute teachers will impact an enormous number of children in this state; and

· The cumulative effect of these reasons is educational endangerment and an immediate threat to the education welfare of our children in Mississippi.  

On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to revise and amend the Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12 for the following two items:

02.
To begin the Administrative Procedures Act Process to revise the Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12 to include an interim alternate route license as recommended by the Commission (copy attached).

03.
To begin Administrative Procedures Act Process to amend the Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12 “Alternate Route One-Year Certification Highly Qualified Designation for Teachers not new to the Profession,” as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).

VIII.    Recognition Ceremony was held as follows:
· Dr. James Hutto, Superintendent, Petal School District,
MASA 2005 Superintendent of the Year

· Dr. Stephen Handley, Principal, Terry High School, Hinds County School District, 2005 Mississippi Administrator of the Year

· Teresa A. Turner, Principal, Lawndale Elementary School, Tupelo School District, Alternate 2005 Administrator of the Year

· Glenn Harris, Principal, Simpson Central School, Simpson County School District Finalist 2005 Administrator of the Year Program

· Dr. Joseph V. White, Principal, Pearl River Central Junior High School, Pearl River County District Finalist 2005 Administrator of the Year Program
IX.
State Board of Education
01. There were no reports on meetings attended.
02. There were no requests for attendance at meetings.
X.
On a motion by Mr. Kenny Bush, seconded by Mr. Claude Hartley, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Approved:
_____________________________
________________________________
Rosetta Richard, Chair


Hank M. Bounds
Mississippi Board of Education

Executive Secretary
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