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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
November 21, 2008
The regular meeting of the Mississippi Board of Education was held at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, November 21, 2008, in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Dr. O. Wayne Gann, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. William H. Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Martha Murphy, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.

I. The meeting was called to order by Mr. William H. Jones, Chair.
II. Dr. David Sistrunk led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Mr. Claude Hartley gave the invocation.
III. On a motion by Dr. David Sistrunk, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting of October 23-24, 2008.
V. On a motion by Mr. Hal Gage, seconded by Ms. Rosetta Richard, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda.
VI. In the Chair’s Report, Mr. Jones discussed:
· The status of the state’s school funding budget and requested that information be provided to the Board regarding school districts’ Education Enhancement Funds (EEF), indicating the effect of a decrease in EEF funds on local school districts; and
· Information provided by a former Mississippi School of the Arts student concerning a school disciplinary issue. Mr. Jones asked the Board to review the information. 
VII. Approval of Action Items
(Items below are numbered to correspond to the items as discussed on Thursday, November 20, 2008.)

04.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Martha Murphy, the Board unanimously approved the methodology for awarding Even Start subgrants to assist local school districts and communities in improving educational opportunities for low-income families (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)



05.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Martha Murphy, the Board unanimously approved to award continuation grants for the Even Start Family Literacy Program (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)

06.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Martha Murphy, the Board unanimously approved to award competitive continuation grants for the Reading First Initiative in support of districts’ implementation of Reading First programs and practices (for Cohort II) (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)
07.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Martha Murphy, the Board unanimously approved to award competitive initial grants for the Reading First Initiative in support of districts’ implementation of Reading First programs and practices (for Cohort III) (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services) 
08.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Martha Murphy, the Board unanimously approved to modify an Interagency Agreement with Information Technology Services for Phases IV and V for MSIS Special Education Development (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)
09.
On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Martha Murphy, the Board unanimously approved to modify an agreement with Blackboard, Incorporated to provide and host an online instructional software solution for the Office of Vocational Education and Workforce Development (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)

10.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Ms. Rosetta Richard, the Board unanimously approved the Critical Needs Teacher Scholarship (CNTS) and Incentive Program Reports and the Report on the 2007-2008 Mississippi Alternate Route Teacher and Administrator Certification Programs (copy attached).


(Office of Quality Educators and Special Schools)
11.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, the

Board unanimously approved to enter into an Interagency Agreement with the Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services (copy attached).

(Office of Policy and Operations)

12.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, the

Board unanimously approved to modify the contract with Suzanne E. Smith, Certified Public Accountant, to serve as the financial advisor for the Hazlehurst City School District (copy attached).

(Office of Policy and Operations)

13.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, the

Board unanimously approved to modify the contract with Day, Certified Public Accountant, to serve as the financial advisor for the Jefferson Davis County School District (copy attached).

(Office of Policy and Operations)

14.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, the

Board unanimously approved to modify the contract with Billy R. Watson to serve as the financial advisor for the Tate County School District (copy attached).

(Office of Policy and Operations)

15.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, the

Board unanimously approved a revision to State Board Policy 4904, Withholding of Mississippi Adequate Education Program Funds. The revision cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comments (copy attached).

(Office of Policy and Operations)

16.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Mr. Hal Gage, the

Board unanimously approved the appointment of Ms. Lisa M. Thompson to serve as School Finance Officer for the Office of School Financial Services at an annual salary of $69,670.57 to become effective December 1, 2008 (copy attached).

(Office of the State Superintendent of Education)

17.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Mr. Hal Gage, the

Board unanimously approved the appointment of Mr. Peter K. Smith to serve as Director (Education Bureau Director II) for the Office of Communications at an annual salary of $84,000.00 to become effective December 1, 2008 (copy attached).

(Office of the State Superintendent of Education)

VII.
On a motion by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, seconded by Ms. Rosetta Richard, the Board unanimously approved the following consent items (copies attached):
A.
Approval to award competitive contracts to various manufacturers to supply food and non-food products to local organizations in the State Food Purchasing Program (all regions in the state)


(Office of Policy and Operations)

B.
Approval to modify the contract with NURSEstat, Inc. for the provision of nursing services on the campus of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and the Deaf


(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

C.
Approval to contract with Glynn Griffing & Associates, Administrators, to provide administration of the Mississippi Department of Education Cafeteria Plan


(Office of Policy and Operations)

VIII. Recognition Ceremony was held as follows:
· Legion of Valor Bronze Cross for Achievement Award

Alyssa Ware

Richland High School

· Miss Mississippi’s Outstanding Teen

Morgan Burnett

Northwest Rankin High School

· Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

Mississippi Science Finalist

Myra Kinchen

· Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

Mississippi Science Finalist

Kerry Matthews

· Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

Mississippi Science Finalist

Jeanette Simmons

· Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

Mississippi Mathematics Finalist

Amy Ellis

· Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

Mississippi Mathematics Finalist

Charise Wilson

· Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

Mississippi Mathematics Awardee

LaVonda White

· Outgoing Members of the Commission on School Accreditation

Mr. John Johnson

Mr. James Tims

IX. State Board of Education
01. Mr. Jones reported that he attended a meeting of the Hattiesburg Rotary Club on Veterans’ Day, November 11, 2008.
He also attended the fall meeting of the Mississippi School Boards Association held on November 18, 2008, and brought remarks and introductions during the opening session.
02.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, the Board unanimously approved Ms. Rosetta Richard to serve as the Board’s designee on NASBE’s Governmental Affairs and Nominations Committees, and to allow Ms. Richard reimbursement for travel expenses associated with related committee meetings scheduled for January, March and June 2009.

Mr. Jones reported on correspondence from Dr. Ed Thompson, State Health Officer, requesting a joint meeting of the State Board of Health and the State Board of Education to discuss children’s health issues. The Board agreed to consider scheduling a three-day meeting in January or February 2009 to include the requested meeting with the State Board of Health and a tour of the Mississippi School for the Blind. 

03.
On a motion by Mr. Claude Hartley, seconded by Mr. Hal Gage, the Board unanimously approved to schedule a combined work session and State Board meeting for 1:00 p.m. on December 11, 2008.

X.
Other Business

· On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Ms. Rosetta Richard, 

the Board unanimously approved to endorse the recommendations of the Task Force on Underperforming Schools and to include the recommendations in the State Board’s 2009 Legislative Recommendations.

· Dr. Bounds distributed information requested by the Board Chair earlier in the meeting indicating the probable effect of decreases in Education Enhancement Funds on local school districts.
XI.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rosetta Richard, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 a.m.
Approved:
_____________________________
________________________________
William H. Jones, Chair
                    
Hank M. Bounds
Mississippi Board of Education

Executive Secretary
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