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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
March 15, 2007
The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 15, 2007 in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Dr. O. Wayne Gann, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland.  Board members absent were:  Ms. Rosetta Richard and Dr. David Sistrunk.

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Claude Hartley, Chair.  Mr. Hartley noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings.  
Dr. Bounds welcomed Mr. Leon Clay, Chair of the Certification Commission and Ms. Kim LaFontaine, Commission member to the meeting.  Mr. Clay gave a brief report to the State Board concerning the duties and responsibilities given to the Commission in Section 37-3-2 of the Mississippi Code.  The Commission is described in law as 15 members, three from each of the original congressional districts, with a specified number of teachers, administrators, laypersons, school board members, and representatives from colleges and universities.  The Commission makes decisions concerning all areas of teacher and administrator certification and approves teacher and administrator programs.  The Commission also hears disciplinary cases concerning educators whose licenses may be revoked or suspended due to felony convictions, sex offenses, breach of contract and actions taken in another state.  Mr. Clay also brought to the attention of the Board many licensure and test items that had been recommended to the Board by the Commission in the past year. 

Mr. Steve Williams distributed (copy on file) and gave a report on Jefferson Davis County School District.

Mr. Williams distributed (copy on file) and gave a Legislative Update.

Dr. Daphne Buckley discussed the contract modification with Capital 

Security Services, Inc. for the provision of security services on the campus 

of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and the Deaf by increasing the

previous amount by $19,970.40.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on 

Friday.

Mr. Williams discussed the contract modification with Day, Certified Public 

Accountant to serve as the financial advisor for the Jefferson Davis 

County School District for the purpose of increasing the number of days

that the financial advisor would be in the district to address financial 

issues raised by the State Auditor’s Office investigative and financial audit. 

Mr. Williams recommended approval on Friday.
Dr. Sheril Smith discussed establishing the State Dropout Prevention 

Plan, 2007-2019.  The State Dropout Prevention Plan seeks to accomplish 

three overarching goals: 1) to increase the graduation rate to 85% by 2018-

2019; 2) to reduce the state dropout rate by 50% by 2011-2012; and 3) to 

reduce the statewide truancy rate by 50% by 2011-2012.  Using the National 

Dropout Prevention Center/Network’s 15 Effective Strategies for Dropout 

Prevention as its framework, the State Plan discusses the seven 

implementation goals and seven critical components necessary to achieve 

the overarching goals.  The plan cleared the Administrative Procedures Act 

process with public comments that were presented to the Board.  Dr. 

Smith recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Regina Ginn discussed the contract with Brenda J. Hankins dba 

Applied Training Corporation to develop the Recertification Course for 

School Foodservice Program Managers and Administrators, provide 

training for School Foodservice Administrators, and conduct a Train the 

Trainer Course.  The training would provide school foodservice managers 

and administrators with the resources, knowledge and skills to 

communicate effectively with administrators, faculty, parents, staff, and 

the community concerning health and wellness of Mississippi students.  

Only one response to the Request for Proposals was received.  A review 

committee evaluated the proposal and determined that the proposal met 

the requirements of the Request for Proposals.  Ms. Ginn recommended 

approval on Friday.

Ms. Ethel Cain Carson discussed the appointment of Mr. James Hart to 

serve as School Finance Officer for the Office of Federal Financial 

Management at an annual salary of $68,738.32 to become effective March

1, 2007.  Ms. Carson recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Paula Means to serve as

Bureau Director II for the Office of Accreditation at an annual salary of 

$71,960.28 to become effective March 1, 2007.  Ms. Carson 

recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Carson reported on personnel actions for February 2007; no action was required.

Mr. Martez Hill discussed the methodology for selecting the Pilot Sites 

Redesigning Education for the 21st Century Workforce in Mississippi.  The 

purpose of the Redesigning Education for the 21st Century in Mississippi 

(Redesign) initiative is to address and respond to the 8th grade technology 

literacy requirement of No Child Left Behind.  This initiative also addresses 

increasing dropout rates; inadequate math, science, communication, and 

technology skills among high school graduates; increasing postsecondary 

remediation needs; widening achievement gaps; and misalignment of 

workforce training and economic development.  The grant is seeking local 

educational agencies that will implement all components of the Redesign 

initiative over the next three years, subject to availability of funds.  Funding 

available from this request for proposals is specifically for the ICTR I (7th 

grade) and STEM (9th grade) Applications lab upgrades.  Mr. Hill

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kris Kaase discussed awarding grants for Even Start Family Literacy 

Programs.  Grants are awarded to local school districts in partnership with 

non-profit organizations, institutions of higher education, public agencies,

or public or private non-profit agencies to assist communities in improving 

educational opportunities for low-income families.  The purpose of the 

grant is to help break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy by improving 

educational opportunities for low-income families through the integration of 

early childhood education, adult literacy, and parenting education.  Dr. 

Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the contract modification of Reading First Monitors. 

There are sixty-five (65) Reading First schools in Mississippi and four (4)

Mississippi Department of Education staff to monitor these schools. 

During each federal monitoring visit for Reading First, auditors have 

recommended that the Mississippi Department of Education provide 

additional staff to assist in monitoring districts and schools.  Department 

staff cannot adequately monitor this number of schools without the use of 

these monitors.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Four 

Year Old Children.  The guidelines were designed to provide research-

based strategies that ensure high quality learning standards for 

Mississippi’s early childhood programs.  The plan cleared the 

Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments that were 

presented to the Board.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Gwenda Purnell discussed the contract with University of Southern 

Mississippi for the development of the Mississippi Department of 

Education Leadership Model and Train-the-Trainer session(s) for 

professional learning modules.  The purpose of the professional learning 

modules is to enhance administrators’ abilities to lead schools that provide 

success for all students and to build capacity for making and sustaining 

change.  The University of Southern Mississippi received the highest total 

points from the raters.  Also, their proposal best met each criteria outlined 

in the Request for Proposals.  Ms. Purnell recommended approval on 

Friday.

Ms. Purnell discussed the contract modification with Aventa Learning to 

increase the number of students for courses through summer school 2007 

for the Mississippi Virtual Public School.  Demand for online courses has 

exceeded that anticipated by the original contract.  This modification will 

allow the Mississippi Department of Education to continue providing online 

courses for an increased number of students through the spring 2007 

semester and will provide online courses for students through summer 

2007.  Ms. Purnell recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Hartley gave Board members an opportunity to discuss the following consent agenda items:

01) Continue in effect Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based on the finds as a result of Hurricane Katrina 

02) New school site for the Jones County School District 

03)
Two (2) new school sites for the Harrison County School District    

04)
Revisions to the Mississippi Secondary and Postsecondary Curriculum Frameworks (Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comments) 

05) 
Contract modification with Gulf Coast Education Initiative to continue to monitor and provide technical assistance to all nonpublic and private schools awarded Immediate Aid to Restart School Operations funds 

06) 
Contract modification for Billy R. Watson to continue to assist in administering the Hurricane Katrina Restart grants and School Emergency Response to Violence (Project SERV) for the Mississippi Department of Education 

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
Approved:
____________________________
__________________________
Claude Hartley, Chair


Hank M. Bounds
Mississippi Board of Education

Executive Secretary
Mississippi Board of Education
