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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
June 22, 2007
The regular meeting of the Mississippi Board of Education was held at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, June 22, 2007, in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Dr. O. Wayne Gann, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  Board members absent were: Mr. Hal Gage and Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet.
I. The meeting was called to order by Mr. Claude Hartley, Chair.
II. Mr. Charles McClelland led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Ms. Rosetta Richard gave the invocation.
III.
On a motion by Dr. David Sistrunk, seconded by Ms. Rosetta Richard, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting of May 17-18, 2007.
IV.
On a motion by Dr. David Sistrunk, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. 
V. Mr. Claude Hartley recognized the recent death of Greenwood attorney, Charlie Deaton, who served on the Mississippi Board of Education for 17 years.  Mr. Hartley noted Deaton’s dedication to improving teaching and learning for all students in Mississippi.  Mr. Hartley said it had been a pleasure to serve on the State Board with Mr. Deaton who served as chair twice.
VI. Approval of Action Items
(Items below are numbered to correspond to the items as discussed on Thursday, June 21, 2007)

02.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved The Council of Chief Sate School Officers (CCSSO) dues $35,656.00 (copy attached).
(Office of the State Superintendent)

04.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to establish a policy for implementation of the Mississippi Performance Pay Plan as required by Senate Bill 2602, 2006 Legislative Session (copy attached).

(Office of Educational Accountability) 
05.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the report on withholding Mississippi Adequate Education Program Funds for the 2007-08 School Year (Policy No. 9600).  The report contains student, fiscal, and personnel data and is subject to State Board of Education policy (copy attached).

(Office of Educational Accountability) 
06.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the Transportation Density Rate Table to be used in the calculation of the FY2007 Mississippi Adequate Education Program Allocation (copy attached).

(Office of Educational Accountability) 
07.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the contract with Day, Certified Public Accountant to serve as the financial advisor for the Jefferson Davis County School District for FY 2008 (copy attached).

(Office of Educational Accountability) 
08.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the grant awards for the Special Projects appropriated by the Mississippi Legislature, House Bill 238 (copy attached).  

(Office of Educational Accountability) 
09.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the contract renewal with the Office of the Attorney General to provide the full-time equivalent of two attorneys and the half-time equivalent of one attorney to perform legal services for the State Board of Education for FY2008 (copy attached).

(Office of Educational Accountability) 
10.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the grant award for Learning Through Sports (copy attached). 
(Office of Educational Accountability) 
11.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the contract with the Department of Finance and Administration, Capitol Police, for the provision of security services at the Mississippi Department of Education, Central High School Building (copy attached).                                                                                                          (Office of Business and Support Services)

12.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the award of contract between the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) and the American Council on Education, General Educational Development (GED) Testing Service for the GED Options Program (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



13.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to revise State Board Policy 3101—Compulsory School Attendance Officer Roles and Responsibilities (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



14.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the board unanimously approved the grant awards to the local school districts currently participating in the School Based Nurse Pilot Project (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)


15.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the grant awards to local school districts currently participating in the School Nurse Intervention Program (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



17.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the FY2008 Financial Allocations for Vocational-Technical Programs and Services (copy attached). 

(Office of Business and Support Services)


18.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris the Board unanimously approved the additional sites and allocations for the Agricultural and Environmental Science and Technology (AEST) program initiative (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



19.
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board unanimously approved to award grant renewals to one regional service center and two consortiums to provide on-site technical assistance to local school districts as a part of the Mattie T Consent Decree Agreement (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)
20.
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board unanimously approved to revise the proposed Guidelines for English Language Learners and to resubmit the Guidelines for public comment under the Administrative Procedures Act process (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)
21. 
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board unanimously approved the award of competitive grants to JSU, MSU, and S-RESA for the Migrant Education Program (Year 3 of a 3 year subgrant) (copy attached). 

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)
22.
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board unanimously approved to modify the grant awards for Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act through the Immediate Aid to Restart School Operations for the non-public and private schools (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)

23. 
On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board unanimously approved the contract with the Interim Conservator, Robert Strebeck, for the Jefferson Davis County School District (copy attached).
(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)
24.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the contract with Teach For America to recruit, train, and support recent college graduates who commit to teach in designated critical shortage areas for two years (copy attached). 

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
25.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to amend the Passing Score for the Praxis II Test in Biology as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).
(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

26. 
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Mr. Bill Jones, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act Process to revise the Vocational Guidelines for Business and Computer Technology as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).  

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
27.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to approve the Master Teacher of Economics Program as an Approved Program for Economics Certification as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

28.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to amend the Passing Score for the School Leadership Licensure Assessment (SLLA) Exam as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).
(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
29.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to approve the New Praxis II Test 0021 and Passing Score required for the license in Child Development as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).
(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
30.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board voted unanimously to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process to revise the Licensure Guidelines for the American Board Certification for Teacher Excellence (ABCTE) as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development (copy attached).
(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
31. 
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School for the Deaf 2007-2008 Student Handbook (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
32.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School for the Deaf Wellness Policy (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
33.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science Wellness Policy (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
34.  
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science 2007- 2008 Student Handbook (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
35.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the one-year grant to Mississippi University for Women to operate the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science for the 2007-2008 school year (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

36.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the contract with DisposAll, Inc. of Jackson for the provision of waste disposal services on the campus of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and the Deaf (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
37.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the contract with APAC – Mississippi, Inc. for the provision of asphalting and curbing on the campus of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
38.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School for the Blind 2007-2008 Student Handbook (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
39.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School for the Blind Wellness Policy (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
40. 
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School of the Arts 2007-2008 Student Handbook (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
41.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Mississippi School of the Arts Wellness Policy (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
42.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Brookhaven School District Interlocal Agreement to provide instructional services for the Mississippi School of the Arts during the 2007-2008 school year (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
43.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the contract with Mann & Associates to design and host a Teacher Talk website (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

44.
On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved the Doctor of Education Degree Program in Educational Leadership at Mississippi College (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

45.     On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the 

Board unanimously approved the grant awards for the Special Projects 

appropriated by the Mississippi Legislature, House Bill 238, 2007 Legislative Session (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

46.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board unanimously approved the appointment of Dr. Bill Welch to serve as Director (Bureau Director II) of the Office of Leadership and Professional Development at an annual salary of $72,860.28, to become effective July 1, 2007 (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



47.
On a motion by Ms. Rosetta Richard, seconded by Dr. David Sistrunk, the Board unanimously approved the appointment of Ms. Connie Ratcliffe to serve as the Director (Bureau Director II) of the Office of Virtual Schools an annual salary of $72,860.28 to become effective July 1, 2007 (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)


VII.
On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the Board unanimously approved the following consent items:

A)
Approval to continue in effect Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based on the findings that, pursuant to the continuing proclamation issued by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, a state of emergency continues to exist as a result of Hurricane Katrina and that, pursuant to the provisions of the Hurricane Education Recovery Act, federal funds have been allocated to address educational needs resulting from this disaster (copy attached). (Office of Educational Accountability) 

B)
Approval of revision of the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Transition Plan

(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process without public comments) (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



C)
Approval of Statewide Child Nutrition Purchasing Program’s FY2007 Financial Statement and FY2008 Fee Structure (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



D)
Approval to contract with Murle Kitchen to assist the Office of Child Nutrition with management of the Statewide Purchasing Program (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



E)
Approval of change orders for State Public School Building Fund              (copy attached).         

(Office of Business and Support Services)

F)
Approval of completed construction project for State Public School Building Fund (copy attached).

(Office of Business and Support Services)



G)
Approval of a new school site for the Madison County School District (copy attached). 

(Office of Business and Support Services)


H)
Approval of contract with Textbook Vendors (copy attached).

(Office of Instructional Programs and Services)

I)
Approval to enter into an agreement with the Mississippi Community College Foundation to Continue to administer the Alternate Route Administrator Program known as the Mississippi Alternate Path to Quality School Leadership (MAPQSL) for the 2007-2008 School Year (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
J)
Approval of Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science Academic calendar for 2007-2008 (copy on file).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)

K) Approval of the Mississippi Schools for Blind and Deaf calendar for  

           school year 2007-2008 (copy on file).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
L) 
Approval to renew the contract with Dr. Glen H. Stribling for the provision of Low Vision services on the campus of the Mississippi School for the Blind (copy attached).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
M)
Approval of the Mississippi School of the Arts 2007-2008 calendar            (copy on file).

(Office of Quality Professionals and Special Schools)
VIII. Recognition Ceremony was held as follows:

· Kimberlee Pepper, Student, Webster County Career and Technology Center and Eupora High School
Outstanding Career and Technical Education Student of the Year
· Dr. Lester Beason, Superintendent, Columbus Municipal School District

Don Brantley, Superintendent, Union Public School District

Dr. Pat Cooper, Superintendent, McComb Separate School District

Dr. Rachel Carpenter, Superintendent, Moss Point School District

Glendora Dugger, Superintendent, North Panola School District

Gylde Fitzpatrick, Superintendent, Poplarville Special Municipal Separate School District

Dr. Wardell Herring, Superintendent, South Tippah School District

Larry Morgan, Superintendent, Booneville School District

Dennis Silas, Superintendent, Drew School District

Dr. Wilma Wade, Superintendent, Clarksdale Municipal School District

Outstanding service to public education in Mississippi

IX. State Board of Education
01. On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland the Board voted unanimously to re-elect Mr. Claude Hartley to serve as Chair and Mr. Bill Jones to serve as Vice-Chair from July 2007 to July 2008.
02. On a motion by Mr. Charles McClelland, seconded by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the meeting dates for the Fiscal Year, which reflected a change in regular meeting dates in September and December (copy attached).  The September meeting date was changed because of the timeline for school performance classifications and the December meeting date was changed because of the holidays.
03. Mr. Charles McClelland reported that he recently attended the Mississippi Department of Education’s summer conference in Biloxi, Mississippi.  Also he recently attended a meeting of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Teacher Preparation at the Institutions for Higher Learning, Jackson, Mississippi and noted that the committee is working to have the two Boards meet together to report on their progress.  He also thanked Dr. Daphne Buckley for her work and dedication to the committee.  
Ms. Rebecca Harris also reported on attending the Mississippi Department of Education’s summer conference in Biloxi.  She also recently attended a meeting with Toyota Motors at Northeast Mississippi Community College where they discussed pathways to learning.

Ms. Rosetta Richard recently attended the National Association of School Boards of Education’s Governmental Affairs Committee conference in Alexandria, VA.  She also attended the Department’s summer conference in Biloxi.

04. On a motion by Dr. O. Wayne Gann, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris, the Board unanimously approved that all Board members would be able to attend the National Association of School Boards of Education’s 2007 Annual Conference, which will be held in Philadelphia, PA on October 11-13, 2007. 
Mr. Claude Hartley noted that he had appointed Mr. Bill Jones to serve as chair of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Leadership Preparation.
X. On a motion by Ms. Rebecca Harris, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland, the 

Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 a.m.
Approved:
_____________________________
________________________________
Claude Hartley, Chair



Hank M. Bounds
Mississippi Board of Education

Executive Secretary
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