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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
July 19, 2007

The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 19, 2007 in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Dr. O. Wayne Gann, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Claude Hartley, Chair.  Mr. Hartley noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings. 

Mr. Hartley welcomed Ms. Nancy Loome, Executive Director of the Parents Campaign to the meeting.  He also welcomed Board members and parents from the Jefferson Davis County School District.

Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:

· Reported that he and other department staff met recently with the Carrie Briggs, Grace Ross, and Katherine Freeman from the U.S. Department of Education regarding Title I funding; 

· Reported that the Department is building a task force to examine accountability as we build a more rigorous curriculum and assessment system;

· Reported that the Department has a Memorandum of Understanding with the Foundation for the Mid-South to develop professional training for teachers and education leaders in the state;

· Noted that the Department has secured funding from the Wallace Foundation to work with the Southern Regional Education Board in strengthening the role of the SEMI Board to improve the quantity and quality of school leaders;

· Reported that the Department is working on a digital licensure system to focus on teacher shortage, teacher retention, and recruitment strategies in the state; and,

· Noted that the culture has changed in our State and that we now need to start earlier working with students and parents and that we are about to begin a branding campaign to improve various issues.

Dr. Beth Sewell and Ms. Laura Jones gave the Priority School report (copy on file).

Mr. Steve Williams distributed (copy on file) and discussed the FY09 Budget Request.  Mr. Williams recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Williams discussed the State Board of Education’s 2008 Legislative Priorities.  The State 

Board discussed including a $48.4 million teacher pay package, which would include a 3% 

increase in the base salary and an extension of the salary schedule from 25 to 30 years.  Mr. 

Williams recommended approval on Friday.  Mr. Williams stated that the FY09 Budget Request 

would be amended to include the additional teacher pay package.

Mr. Williams discussed establishing a policy for implementation of the Mississippi Performance 

Pay Plan as required by Senate Bill 2602 passed during the 2006 regular Legislative Session. 

The policy requires that the State Board of Education develop a process for providing 

additional compensation to teachers, administrators and nonlicensed personnel at individual 

schools that demonstrate improvements in student achievement.  The policy cleared the 

Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comments.  Mr. Williams recommended 

approval on Friday.

Mr. Williams distributed (copy on file) and discussed the Five-Year Strategic Plan.

Mr. Martez Hill discussed the appointment of Ms. Ellen Burnham to serve as the Director (Bureau Director I) for the Office of Data Management Support Services and Program Management at an annual salary of $65,640.00 to become effective August 1, 2007.  Mr. Hill recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sheril Smith discussed the revision of State Board Policy 3101—Compulsory School 

Attendance Officer Roles and Responsibilities.  The policy is being revised to account for the 

change in employment status for Mississippi School Attendance Offices, account for the creation 

of the Office of Dropout Prevention, and to provide an elaboration of additional duties relating to 

compulsory school attendance enforcement.  The revision cleared the Administrative

Procedures Act process with no public comments.  Dr. Smith recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sewell discussed the following appointments to the Commission on School Accreditation: Congressional District 1, Dr. Lee Childress, Superintendent; Congressional District 3, Cynthia Buchanan, non-educator; and, Congressional District 5, Cathy Broadway, principal.  Dr. Sewell recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kris Kaase discussed the revision of Textbook Administration Handbook Rules and 

Regulations.  The Textbook Administration Handbook Rules and Regulation has three sections

that deal with the textbook administration and adoption process based on Mississippi Code 37-

43-1.  Revisions of the handbook are designed to make the adoption process run 

smoothly, to provide support to the local school districts, and to provide guidance to publishers.  

Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures Act 

process.

Dr. Kaase and Mr. Mike Montgomery, Chairperson, Special Education Advisory Panel distributed (copy on file) and gave a report of the Special Education Advisory Panel.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:50 a.m. and reconvened at 1:15 p.m.   
Dr. Kaase discussed the Cut Scores for Student Performance Levels on the Mississippi Science 

Tests for Grade 5 and Grade 8.  These performance levels will be used to report student 

performance on the Mississippi Science Tests as required by No Child Left Behind.  Dr. Kaase

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the Mississippi Alternate Assessment of Extended Curriculum Frameworks 

(MAAECF) High School Student Proficiency Level (Cut) Scores.  The MAAECF will be used to 

meet No Child Left Behind reporting requirements based on its alignment with the state’s 

general curriculum framework.  Participants in the standard setting include special education 

supervisors, special education teachers, and parents of significantly cognitively disabled 

students.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sewell discussed renewing subgrant awards in support of 21st Century Community

Learning Centers.  The subgrants are to create community learning centers that provide 

academic enrichment opportunities for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty

and low-performing schools, to meet state and local student standards in core academic 

subjects, to offer students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement

their regular academic programs, and to offer literacy and other educational services to the 

families of participating children.  Dr. Sewell recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sewell discussed awarding new competitive grants for 21st Century Community Learning

Centers Program.  The subgrants are to create community learning centers that provide 

academic enrichment opportunities for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty

and low-performing schools, to meet state and local student standards in core academic 

subjects, to offer students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement 

their regular academic programs, and to offer literacy and other educational services to the 

families of participating children.  Dr. Sewell recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sewell discussed adding Supplemental Educational Service Providers to existing state

approved list.  The Department is responsible for identifying eligible Supplemental Educational 

Service Provides for the districts.  Parents work with the districts to select the provides for their 

children from a list approved by the Department for their school district.  Dr. Sewell

 recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Hartley gave Board members an opportunity to discuss the following consent items:
· Continue in effect the Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based on the findings that, pursuant to the continuing proclamation issued by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, a state of emergency continues to exist as a result of Hurricane Katrina and that, pursuant to the provisions of the Hurricane Education Recovery Act, federal funds have been allocated to address educational needs resulting from this disaster.

· Modify grant awards to existing Mississippi Reading First school districts. 

· Contract with Dr. Jeanne Lebow to provide part-time instructional services in Literary Arts to students at the Mississippi School of the Arts.

· Contract with Tammy Stanford to provide instructional services in Dance, Movement, and Theatre to students at the Mississippi School of the Arts.
· Contract with E. Cornell Malone Corporation for the provision of a new roof on the Mississippi School for the Deaf Recreation Building on the campus of the Mississippi Schools for the Blind and the Deaf. 

· Award grant to Mississippi School Boards Association to conduct basic education course and continuing education course for local school board members.

Ms. Ethel Carson gave a report of personnel actions for June 2007; no action was requested.

The meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m.
Approved:
____________________________

__________________________
Claude Hartley, Chair
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