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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
January 18, 2007
The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 18, 2007 in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Dr. O. Wayne Gann, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  Board member absent was:  Ms. Rosetta Richard.
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Claude Hartley, Chair.  Mr. Hartley noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings.  
Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:
· Announced that Dr. O. Wayne Gann’s appointment to the Mississippi Board of Education was recently approved by the Senate Education Committee and would soon be brought before the full Senate;

· Announced that the deadline for filing bills was January 15, 2007; 

· Noted that a copy of House Bill 737, the Mississippi Student Health Act, regarding physical and health education and food preparation and sale in schools would be forwarded to the Board members and noted that this bill would improve health education in the state; and,

· Noted that a copy of the MDE Brief, Volume 2, Redesigning Education for the 21st Century Workforce was provided to each Board member.

Dr. Beth Sewell discussed submitting a request to the Governor that the Governor lift the state of emergency declared pursuant to Section 37-17-6 in the Holmes County School District.  Dr. Sewell stated that the state of emergency in the Holmes County School District was declared after the State Board determined that an extreme emergency situation existed that jeopardized the safety, security, and educational interests of the children enrolled in the district.  The concerns were addressed and corrected.  She noted that the Department would continue to provide technical assistance to the district as they work to address remaining concerns regarding accreditation standards and local board policy.  When the Board determines that satisfactory corrective action has been taken in a school district in which a state of emergency has been declared, the State Board of Education may request the Governor to declare that the state of emergency no longer exists in the district.  Dr. Sewell recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Bounds noted that the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) testing would begin on January 22 and be conducted through March 2, 2007 and would be given to groups of students in each state.  He stated that the Department is working on several initiatives to help students prepare for the test and improve scores.  Governor Haley Barbour, First Lady Marsha Barbour, and former State Superintendents of Education have taped messages of encouragement to teachers and students that will be available on the MDE Web site.  

Dr. Sewell distributed (copy on file) and discussed curriculum, assessment, and accountability.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:48 a.m. and reconvened at 1:15 p.m.   
Dr. Kris Kaase distributed (copy on file) and gave a report on Mississippi’s performance on national assessments.  The primary focus was on the state’s performance on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) for grades 4 and 8.

Mr. Steve Williams distributed (copy on file) and gave an update on Jefferson 

Davis County financial advisory status.    

Mr. Williams and Ms. Joy Milam distributed (copy on file) and gave a 2007 Legislative Update.

Mr. Williams discussed continuing in effect Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based on the findings that, pursuant to the continuing proclamation 

issued by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, a state of emergency 

continues to exist as a result of Hurricane Katrina and that, pursuant to 

the provisions of the Hurricane Education Recovery Act, federal funds 

have been allocated to address educational needs resulting from this 

disaster continuing in effect Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based 

results of Hurricane Katrina.  Mr. Williams recommended approval on Friday.
Dr. Sheril Smith discussed the State Dropout Prevention Plan, 2007-2019 (copy on 

file).  Dr. Smith stated that the Department is responsible for the administration of 

the Mississippi’s statewide dropout prevention program, and any regulation or 

policies that may be adopted by the State Board of Education pertaining to 

dropout prevention.  The State Dropout Prevention Plan seeks to accomplish three 

overarching goals 1) to increase the graduation rate to 85% by 2018-2019; 2) to 

reduce the state dropout rate by 50% by 2011-2012; and 3) to reduce the statewide 

truancy rate by 50% by 2011-2012.  Using the National Dropout Prevention 

Center/Network’s 15 Effective Strategies for Dropout Prevention as its framework,

the State Plan discussed the six implementation goals, and seven critical 

components necessary to achieve the overarching goals.

Ms. Ethel Cain Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Deborah F. Giles to serve 

as Bureau Director I for the Office of Accounting at an annual salary of $64,140.00

to become effective January 1, 2007.  Ms. Carson recommended approval on 

Friday.

Ms. Ethel Cain Carson gave the Personnel Report for December 2006; no action was required.

Mr. Mike Mulvihill discussed the contract modification with Melior-Delaware, Inc., to 

allow access to online training and education services and a Learning Management

System for the implementation of Automotive Technical Online Training.  Mr. 

Mulvihill stated that Melior, in conjunction with major automotive manufacturers, 

have developed a product that allows students to work on automotive problems 

from home or in the classroom and be instantly tested on their knowledge in that 

area.  The product works in conjunction with the existing curriculum framework and 

will be part of the Career Pathway for this course.  Mr. Mulvihill recommended 

approval on Friday.

Mr. Mulvihill discussed the revision of the Mississippi Secondary and 

Postsecondary Curriculum Frameworks.  Mr. Mulvihill stated that each curriculum 

framework follows the established format established for secondary or postsecondary vocational and technical programs.  Draft curricula for each program were revised and reviewed with input from local district personnel and business/industry collaborators.  Approved secondary curricula will be disseminated for implementation in the 2007-2008 school year.  Postsecondary curricula will be approved for implementation in the 2007-2008 school year and must be implemented by July 1, 2008.  Mr. Mulvihill recommended approval on 

Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed awarding grants to one regional service center and two

consortiums to provide on-site technical assistance to local school districts as a 

part of the Mattie T. Modified Consent Decree Agreement.  The grantees will 

continue to provide on-site technical assistance to local school districts, identified 

through focused monitoring as having deficits in specific areas, designed to 

help districts progress toward the goals of the Mattie T. Modified Consent 

Decree.  The following Regional Service Center/Consortium applications 

were recommended to be awarded:  the Program for Research and Evaluation 

for Public Schools (PREPS), the Gulf Coast Education Initiative Consortium, and 

the North Mississippi Education Consortium.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval 

on Friday.

Dr. Beth Sewell discussed the corrective action plans for public school districts

assigned an accreditation status of ADVISED or PROBATION.  Corrective action

plans have been submitted by the following school districts that were assigned 

an ADVISED or PROBATION status for school year 2006-2007:  ADVISED – 

Hollandale School District and North Bolivar School District.  Dr. Sewell 

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sewell discussed the proposed revisions to the Mississippi Public School

Accountability Standards, 2006.  The revisions cleared the Administrative 

Procedures Act process with no public comments.  The revised Mississippi 

Public School Accountability Standards, 2007 will be effective for school year 

2007-2008.  Dr. Sewell recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Sewell discussed adopting the National Staff Development Council’s 

Standards for Staff Development (Revised 2001) (copy on file).  The Mississippi 

Department of Education will develop and disseminate a professional 

development model that sets forth expectations for individual educators and for 

local school district programs.  Dr. Sewell stated that the Department plans to 

bring this item back to the Board in the next few months.

Dr. Sewell discussed the contract with SERVE to assist Enhancing Education 

Through Technology (E2T2) staff in reviewing technology plans and providing 

personnel to interview candidates for the E2T2 Competitive Grant.  Dr. Sewell 

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Daphne Buckley discussed the contract with Edvantia, Inc. for evaluation 

Services for the Recruiting and Retaining Educators for America’s Children 

program (REACh).  The evaluative procedures must be both formative (process-

oriented) and summative in nature and must address the success of REACh.  Dr. 

Buckley recommended approval on Friday.                     

Dr. Buckley discussed the Masters degree program in Elementary 

Education at Blue Mountain College.  Dr. Buckley stated that on January 

5, 2007 the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, 

Certification and Licensure and Development approved a recommendation 

by Blue Mountain College for a new graduate program in Elementary 

Education.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed the Supplemental Endorsement in Library/Media at 

Blue Mountain College.  Dr. Buckley stated that on January 5, 2007 the 

Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and 

Licensure and Development approved a recommendation by Blue 

Mountain College for a new approved program in Library/Media that will 

add a supplemental endorsement in Library to a standard license.  Dr. 

Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Hartley gave the Board an opportunity to discuss the following contract 

modifications:

· Contract modification with Caroline Coston to provide consulting services relative to serving as team leader for the Program Improvement Monitoring Process.  

· Contract modification with Harcourt Assessment, Inc., for the assessment item banks (to reduce the cost).  

The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

Approved:
____________________________

__________________________
Claude Hartley, Chair
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