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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
February 15, 2007
The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, February 15, 2007 in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  Board member absent was:  Dr. O. Wayne Gann.
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Claude Hartley, Chair.  Mr. Hartley noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings.  
Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:
· Reported that Dr. O. Wayne Gann is recovering from surgery and is doing well;

· Noted that a representative from the State Auditors office would join them to discuss their findings in the Jefferson Davis County School District; 

· Reported that the Department had received grants from the Mississippi Beverage Association, the American Beverage Association, the Mississippi Department of Wildlife Fisheries and Parks Foundation, and the Mississippi Association of School Administrators; and,
· Reported on House Bill 238; appropriation for the purpose of funding K-12 and other related educational activities, including certain agencies and programs, in the State of Mississippi, for the fiscal year 2008.
Mr. Mike Mulvihill along with Dr. Cindy Morgan and Ms. Robin Parker, Research and Curriculum Unit representatives from Mississippi State University, distributed (copy on file) and discussed the draft plan for Redesigning Education for the 21st Century Workforce in Mississippi.  Dr. Bounds thanked Dr. Morgan and Ms. Parker for their hard work on the draft plan.

Dr. Bounds welcomed Dr. Daniel Watkins, Dean of Education for Jackson State University and Dr. Mike Waldrop, Executive Director of the Mississippi School Board Association to the meeting.

Dr. Gwenda Purnell distributed (copy on file) and reported on the Mississippi Virtual Public School.

Dr. Sheril Smith discussed the State Dropout Prevention Plan, 2007-

2019.  The State Dropout Prevention Plan seeks to accomplish three overarching 

goals: 1) to increase the graduation rate to 85% by 2018-2019; 2) to reduce the state 

dropout rate by 50% by 2011-2012; and 3) to reduce the statewide truancy rate by

50% by 2011-2012.  Using the National Dropout Prevention Center/Network’s 15

Effective Strategies for Dropout Prevention as its framework, the State Plan 

discusses the seven implementation goals and seven critical components necessary 

to achieve the overarching goals.  Dr. Smith recommended approval to begin the 

Administrative Procedures Act process on Friday.  

Dr. Beth Sewell, Mr. Quentin Ransburg, Ms. Sonya Amis, and Ms. Melba Beasley 

distributed (copy on file) and gave a report on the Mississippi Department of 

Education’s Corrective Action Plan to address the USDE Audit Findings.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:48 a.m. and reconvened at 1:15 p.m.   

On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris the Board voted unanimously to consider going into Executive Session for the purpose of making a determination of the need to go into Executive Session to discuss an investigation and a personnel matter in accordance with Section 25-41-7(4) of the Mississippi Code.

On a motion by Mr. Bill Jones, seconded by Ms. Rebecca Harris the Board voted unanimously to go into Executive Session to discuss an investigation proceeding by the Office of the State Auditor in accordance with Section 25-41-7(4)(d) of the Mississippi Code and a personnel matter related to the job performance of a specific position in accordance with Section 25-41-7(4)(a).  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  Dr. Hank Bounds, Steve Williams, Dr. Beth Sewell, Paul Sumrall, and Charlene Pierce were also present.
Minutes of the Executive Session

Board members and Dr. Hank Bounds discussed the investigative proceeding by the Office of the State Auditor in accordance with Section 25-41-7(4)(d) of the Mississippi Code.

Board member and Dr. Hank Bounds discussed a personnel matter in accordance with Section 25-41-7(4)(a).

On a motion by Mr. Hal Gage, seconded by Mr. Charles McClelland the Board voted unanimously to return to the regular session.

Upon returning to the regular session, Mr. Claude Hartley stated that the Board discussed the investigative proceeding by the Office of the State Auditor in 

accordance with Section 25-41-7(4)(d) of the Mississippi Code and a personnel matter in accordance with Section 25-41-7(4)(a).  No action was taken.

Mr. Steve Williams gave an update on the Jefferson Davis County School District and the financial conservator appointed by the Board.

Mr. Steve Williams and Ms. Joy Milam distributed (copy on file) and gave an update on the 2007 Legislative Session. 

Dr. Hank Bounds discussed amending the State Board Policy No. 1402 and Policy No. 1404.  Policy No. 1402 is being amended to allow Board approval in advance if conditions allow for Board members to attend meetings, seminars, and similar gatherings.  Policy No. 1404 is being amended to state the correct time and place the Board meeting is held and the correct time that the work session begins.  Dr. Bounds recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Bounds discussed repealing State Board Policy No. 1600.  Section 37-13-61 of 

the Mississippi Code requiring the State Board of Education to promulgate 

guidelines for an annual school calendar to be observed by all school districts was 

amended effective July 1, 2006 to allow all local school boards to set the opening 

and closing dates of the school term, subject to the minimum number of 180 days for 

a scholastic year.  As the school boards of all school districts will now schedule

school calendars pursuant to state statute, this policy is no longer required.  Dr. 

Bounds recommended approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process 

on Friday.

Mr. Williams discussed repealing State Board Policy GBRJ-1 (currently 

numbered 4800).  State Board Policy GBRJ-1 is no longer relevant because 

Section 37-19-5 of the Mississippi Code was repealed effective July 1, 2002.  Mr. 

Williams recommended approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process 

on Friday.

Dr. Kris Kaase discussed awarding Mathematics and Science Partnerships 

Program Grants.  This is a federal program to support improved student 

achievement in mathematics and science through enhanced training for 

mathematics and/or science teachers and enriched instruction for middle school 

students.  The program will target the areas of middle grades mathematics and/or 

science in high-need school districts.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Sonya Amis discussed awarding competitive grants for Education for

Homeless Children and Youth Program.  The services provide before and after 

school tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational activities.  Ms. 

Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed the methodology to distribute federal funds for Hurricane 

Katrina Education Recovery Act through the Immediate Aid to Restart School 

Operations.  A local educational agency or non-public school that serves an 

area in which a major disaster has been declared as a result of Hurricane Katrina or 

Hurricane Rita may apply for services or assistance under this program.  Points 

were awarded to each of the 11 coastal districts based on the original data 

submitted for the following two criteria:  Loss of Revenue (Per Pupil); and Severity of 

Damage (Per Pupil).  Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed awarding grant dollars by modifying existing grants for 

Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act through the Immediate Aid to Restart 

School Operations.  The Restart program is designed to provide immediate services 

or assistance to local educational agencies and non-public schools in Mississippi 

that serve an area in which a major disaster has been declared as a result of 

Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane Rita.  Funds will be used to assist school 

administrators and personnel in restarting school operations, reopening schools, and 

reenrolling students.  Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Daphne Buckley discussed the postponement of Jackson State University’s 

(JSU) National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) visit 

from Fall 2007 to Fall 2008.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed approving the Postsecondary Interim Vocational 

Certificate as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and 

Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development.  The 

Postsecondary Interim Vocational Certificate is issued for the sole purpose of 

meeting the immediate needs of the Postsecondary Vocational Institutions of 

Higher Education that provide instructions services to students at the 

secondary level and Non-Traditional Adult Vocational Education entities.

Non-Traditional Adult Vocational Education entities are those educational 

settings that are under the authority of the Mississippi Department of 

Corrections and the Mississippi Job Corp Centers providing vocational 

education instructional services to local school districts.  Dr. Buckley 

recommended approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process 

on Friday. 

Dr. Buckley discussed the revision of Licensure Guidelines for Tech Prep 

Discovery Courses as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and 

Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development.  The 

current guidelines state, “Supplemental endorsement added by completion 

of an MDE-approved course at Mississippi State University.”  The 

Commission’s recommendation ask that the Board change the guidelines to 

state, “Supplemental Endorsement added by completion of an MDE-approved 

module.”  Dr. Buckley recommended approval to begin the Administrative

Procedures Act process on Friday. 

Mr. Martez Hill discussed the structure of the Office of Accounting.  The Office of 

Accounting discussed establishing two functional divisions.  The two divisions will 

provide for the proper segregation of duties necessary for an effective 

internal control system.  The Division of Purchasing, Revenue and Reporting will

include the responsibilities for agency purchasing of goods, receiving and recording 

revenue and financial reporting.  The Division of Payments and Property will include 

the responsibilities for all payments to employees, vendors and school districts, as 

well as property management.  Mr. Hill recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Regina Ginn discussed the ITS contract modification with CCH, Incorporated 

($90,545) to act as a Project Manager for the maintenance and enhancements to a 

computer payment system operated by the Office of Child Nutrition.   Ms. Ginn 

recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Ethel Cain Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Ann Moore to serve as 

the Director of the Office of Special Education (Special Assistant to the Executive to 

the State Superintendent for Instructional Programs and Services, Bureau Director 

II) at an annual salary of $90,060.00 to become effective February 1, 2007.  Ms.

Carson recommended approval on Friday.                               

Ms. Carson gave the report of Personnel Actions for January 2007; no action was

required.

Mr. Hartley gave the Board an opportunity to discuss the following consent agenda items:  

· To continue in effect the Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based on the findings that, pursuant to the continuing proclamation issued by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, a state of emergency continues to exist as a result of Hurricane Katrina and that, pursuant to the provisions of the Hurricane Education Recovery Act, federal funds have been allocated to address educational needs resulting from this disaster.  

· Awarding competitive contracts to various manufacturers to provide distribution of food products to local organizations in the State Food Purchasing Program (All Regions in the State). 

· Request for Change Order #1 for the Leake County School District, South Leake High School re-roofing project for State Public School Building 

fund.

· Request for completing the re-roofing project for the Leake County School District, South Leake High School, for State Public School Building Funds.

· Revisions of Approved Courses for the Secondary Schools 

of Mississippi 2006-2007 that will be reflected in the Approved Courses for 

Secondary Schools of Mississippi 2007-2008.   The revision cleared the

 Administrative Procedures Act process with no public comments. 
· Recommendations on exceptions to student enrollment in

 grades 1-4 for Jackson Public School District, Baker Elementary School.  

The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

Approved:
____________________________

__________________________
Claude Hartley, Chair
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