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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting

October 19, 2006

The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 19, 2006, in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Dr. O. Wayne Gann, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Claude Hartley, Chair.  Mr. Hartley noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings.  

Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:

· Reported on his recent visit to the Tupelo School District along with Senator Mike Chaney and Representative Cecil Brown;

· Noted the following upcoming meetings:

· At-Risk Subcommittee will meet on Monday, October 23, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at the State Capitol;

· Study Committee relative to House Bill 199 on juvenile detention centers and educational services will meet on Wednesday, October 25, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at the State Capitol;

· The Committee on Medically Diagnosable Learning Challenges in Non-Special Education Children will meet on Wednesday, October 25, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. at the State Capitol;

· Reported that the Dropout Prevention Task Force kickoff meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 1, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Central High School Auditorium.  The kickoff meeting is a continuation of the Department’s efforts to gather research and input to develop strategies to reduce the dropout rate;

· Reported that Mississippi ranks near or at the bottom on the National Assessment for Educational Progress, which is also known as the Nation’s Report Card.  To prepare the schools for the upcoming assessments, the Department plans to hold three regional meetings for the principals, counselors and teachers of the subjects to be tested at the schools that have been randomly selected to participate;

· Announced that the November Board Meeting will be held on November 16 – 17, 2006 at the Mississippi School for the Arts in Brookhaven and that the Board will have a retreat on Wednesday, November 15, 2006; and

· Noted that at the September Board meeting information was requested on what surrounding states are doing in terms of physical education, health education, and nutrition in schools.  Dr. Bounds welcomed Therese Hanna, Executive Director of the Center for Mississippi Health Policy and Mr. Wesley Prather to the Board meeting to discuss this issue.

Ms. Hanna and Mr. Prather distributed (copy on file) and discussed the Childhood Obesity and School Health Initiatives.  They discussed the Mississippi standards and what other states are doing related to these issues and also shared some ideas on how policies can impact the health of children in a positive way.

Mr. Steve Williams, Ms. Wanda Rutland, Mr. Stanley Gipson, and Ms. Dianne 

Day, the state appointed Financial Advisor for the Jefferson County 

School District, discussed the financial advisory status report of the Jefferson 

Davis County.   Ms. Day has been in Jefferson Davis for one month and 

is in the process of reviewing the financial situation.  Several key steps have 

been initiated beginning with the establishment of a system for the issuance of 

purchase orders.  An immediate area of concern involves cash flow and cash 

management.  Department staff has provided assistance in the areas of 

transportation utilization,  the effective use of classroom space and an ongoing 

review of staffing requirements.  The educational needs of the students will 

continue to be a priority with the State Board of Education and all cost saving 

evaluations and decisions regarding the financial operations of the district will be 

based on that priority.

Mr. Martez Hill discussed the contract with the Department of Finance and 

Administration, Capitol Police, for the provision of security services at the 

Department’s, Central High School Building, from November 1, 2006 through 

June 30, 2007.  This contract is designed to manage access to the Central High 

School building and to improve security for Department events, employees and 

visitors.  Officers will be stationed at a receiving desk located in front of the 

Griffith Street entrance, the primary entrance to the Central High School Building. 

 Mr. Hill recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Hill discussed the contract between the Mississippi Department of Education

and the American Council on Education, General Educational Development 

(GED) Testing Service for the GED Options Program.  The GED targets students 

who have the capabilities to complete high school requirements, but for a variety 

of reasons are behind in the credits needed to graduate with their class, and are 

at risk of leaving school without a high school credential.  The GED Option 

provides students a viable second opportunity to stay in school and acquire the 

necessary high school level knowledge and skills to pass the GED Tests and 

earn a high school credential within the same time frame as their peers.  Mr. Hill 

recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Hill distributed (copy on file) and discussed the annual report of the Office of 

Compulsory School Attendance for school year 2005-2006.  

Ms. Regina Ginn discussed the beverage vending regulations for Mississippi 

schools to determine what and when products can be sold on the school 

campus.  Ms. Ginn noted that the proposed beverage vending regulations had

been sent out for public comments three times.  During the Administrative

Procedures Act process, comments on the proposed beverage regulations were 

received and carefully reviewed and the findings indicated that the comments

and concerns could be categorized as follows:  full support of the beverage 

regulations, support for middle school students to have access to sports drinks, 

and nutrient-dense beverages needed to be added to the list of approved 

beverages.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Ginn discussed the school district snack regulations for Mississippi schools 

to determine what and when products can be sold.  During the Administrative 

Procedures Act process comments on the proposed snack regulations were 

received and carefully reviewed and concerns could be categorized as follows:

full support of the snack regulations;  ban the sale of any item which contains 

trans-fat; the time allotted for children to participate in the lunch program; the 

school lunch meal menus; and the availability of products to meet the 

regulations.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.

Mr. Ginn discussed the methodology for awarding grants to 25 local schools for the USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  The purpose of this program is to promote the consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables by students by making fresh fruits and vegetables available to students at no charge throughout the school day in one or more areas designated by the school. Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.
Ms. Ginn discussed awarding grant funds to 25 local school districts that 

previously participated in the 2006 USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program. 

The purpose of the grant funds is to purchase additional fresh fruits and 

vegetables to be made available at no charge to students throughout the school 

day in one or more areas designated by the school.  Ms. Ginn recommended 

approval on Friday.

Ms. Ginn discussed the Mississippi Minimum Standards for School Buses 

manufactured on or after October 1, 2006.  The standards cleared the 

Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments, which were 

presented to the Board.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.  
Ms. Ginn discussed the Pass Christian Public School Districts requests to

Expend transportation funds to establish, erect and equip a school bus shop or 

garages and/or purchase land.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Ginn discussed the Meridian Public School District requests to borrow funds  to purchase school transportation equipment to be used in transporting public school students.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.
Ms. Ginn discussed the Pass Christian Public School District requests of a site 

for the construction of a new elementary and middle school (grades K-8 with an

enrollment of approximately 600 students).  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on 

Friday.
Ms. Ethel Cain Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Toni Kersh to serve as 

the Director of the Office of Compulsory School Attendance at an annual salary 

of $71,210.28 to become effective October 1, 2006.  Ms. Carson recommended 

approval on Friday.

Ms. Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Paula Means to serve as Director 

of the Office of Professional Development at an annual salary of $71,210.28 to 

become effective October 1, 2006.  Ms. Carson recommended approval on 

Friday.

Ms. Carson discussed the appointment of Ms. Cecily McNair to serve as the

Director of the Mississippi Teacher Center at an annual salary of $71,210.28 to 

become effective October 1, 2006.  Ms. Carson recommended approval on 

Friday.

Ms. Carson discussed the appointment of Mr. Paul Shane McNeill to serve as the 

Director of the Office of Coordinated School Health at an annual salary of 

$63,390.00 to become effective October 1, 2006.  Ms. Carson recommended 

approval on Friday. 

Ms. Carson reported on personnel actions for September 2006; no action was required.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:50 a.m. and reconvened at 1:15 p.m.   

Mr. Steve Williams and Mr. Steve Hebbler distributed (copy on file) and discussed the Dropout Prevention and Graduation Rate.

Mr. Williams discussed continuing in effect the Board’s Declaration of State of Emergency based on the findings that, pursuant to the continuing proclamation issued by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, a state of emergency 

continues to exist as a result of Hurricane Katrina and that, pursuant to the provision of the Hurricane Education Recovery Act, federal funds have been allocated to address educational needs resulting from this disaster.  Mr. Williams recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Beth Sewell discussed the contract with McRae and Company, Inc. to secure

professional services for a four year period to manage and coordinate a 

statewide educational conference to be hosted in Mississippi on an annual basis.

Dr. Sewell recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kris Kaase discussed the methodology for awarding competitive Mathematics 

and Science Partnerships grants to partnerships of high-need school districts, 

Institutions of Higher Learning, and other stakeholders for improving 

mathematics and science instruction.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on

Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed establishing the access to a substantive and rigorous 

curriculum policy.  The intent of this policy is to increase the preparation of all 

students for and their participation in substantive and rigorous curriculum 

experiences and specifically the Advanced Placement and International 

Baccalaureate programs.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval to begin the 

Administrative Procedures Act process on Friday.   

Dr. Kaase discussed awarding the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) funds to Jobs 

for Mississippi Graduates, Inc. (JMG).  The grantee would provide a dropout 

prevention and intervention program for low income, at-risk students by assisting 

young people in graduating from high school and in successfully transitioning to 

higher education or the work force.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on 

Friday.                           


Dr. Kaase discussed awarding continuation grants for Even Start Family Literacy

Program.  The purpose of the grant is to help break the cycle of poverty and

illiteracy by improving educational opportunities for low-income families through 

the integration of early childhood education, adult literacy, and parenting 

education.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the revision of the Mississippi Pre-Kindergarten Early 

Learning Guidelines for Four Year Old Children.  The Mississippi Pre-

Kindergarten Early Learning Guidelines for Four Year Old Children are designed 

to provide research-based strategies that ensure high quality learning standards 

for Mississippi’s early childhood programs.  The guidelines address the areas of 

Language, Vocabulary and Early Literacy Development, Mathematical Concepts 

Development, Scientific Investigation, Social/ Emotional Development, and

Physical Development.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval to begin the 

Administrative Procedures Act process on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed awarding the contract with the Mississippi Assessment 

Center at the Research and Curriculum Unit at Mississippi State University for 

the purpose of providing technical services and products for the Mississippi

Career Planning and Assessment System, Second Edition (MS-CPAS2), which 

will consist of criterion-referenced tests to be administered in Mississippi 

vocational programs at the secondary and postsecondary levels.  Dr. Kaase

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed entering into an Interagency Agreement with Information

Technology Services (ITS).  This agreement is to oversee a contract to provide 

needed updates to MSIS for the Office of Special Education.  Dr. Kaase

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the contract with Rhonda Tyree to provide consultative 

services relative to redesigning Special Education Policies and Procedures.  Dr. 

Kaase recommended approval on Friday. 

Ms. Sonya Amis discussed an Accredited - Temporary Status for Roger Amos 

McMurtry School.  Ms. Amis stated that based on Nonpublic School Accreditation 

Policy 2.3, an Accredited-Temporary status may be assigned to a satellite school 

established by the governing body of an accredited nonpublic school currently on 

record with the State Board of Education.  The school is operated at the 

Specialized Treatment Facility in Gulfport, Mississippi, which is a residential 

treatment program for students between the ages of 13 and 21 who have come 

before the Youth Court and have been diagnosed with a mental disorder.  

Accreditation staff completed a preliminary visit to the Roger Amos McMurtry 

School on September 6, 2006.  Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed the methodology to award grant dollars in support of local 

improvement efforts for Title I of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  These

funds would be for building the instructional capacity of teachers and to improve 

teacher quality through targeted professional development in reading, writing, 

and mathematics in an effort to promote student achievement.  To receive funds,

the school must have failed to meet one of the three Adequate Yearly Progress

requirements for two consecutive years or more, thereby receiving a school 

improvement designation.  Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Amis discussed the contract modification for Jane Black to continue to 

manage the accounting portion for the non-public and private schools of the 

Hurricane Katrina Restart Program for the Mississippi Department of Education.

Ms. Amis recommended approval on Friday.


Ms. Gwenda Purnell discussed the contract with Joyce Deer to assist the

Mississippi Virtual Public School staff in administering, coordinating, and 

maintaining the Mississippi Virtual Public School (MVPS) program.  The

contractor would evaluate and modify courses to ensure quality and

alignment with state academic standards and oversee the development of online 

courses to ensure alignment with online and state academic standards.   Ms. 

Purnell recommended approval on Friday.

Ms. Purnell discussed establishing the Mississippi Virtual Public School State

Board Policy.  The policy addresses the definition, local district requirement, 

scope, and guiding principals.  The policy cleared the Administrative Procedures 

Act process with public comments that were presented to the Board.  Ms. Purnell 

recommended approval on Friday.


Ms. Purnell discussed establishing the Mississippi Virtual Public School

Handbook.  The handbook cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process

with public comments that were presented to the Board.  Ms. Purnell 

recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Daphne Buckley discussed the Master of Science degree program in

Interscholastic Athletic Administration as recommended by the Commission on 

Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development. 

Candidates completing the graduate degree program will be trained in the 

multidisciplinary fields of interscholastic education and sports administration in an 

effort to provide Mississippi school systems with skilled professionals in the 

development of advanced sports administration for athletic and activity 

programs.  Educators earning this license may only serve as Athletic Directors

and not in any other administrative capacity at the local educational agency 

level.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.     

Dr. Buckley discussed establishing a new Class AA Educator License bearing 

endorsement code #495 for the degree Master of Science in Interscholastic 

Athletic Administration as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and 

Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development.  Candidates 

completing the graduate degree program will be trained in the multidisciplinary 

fields of interscholastic education and sports administration in an effort to 

provide Mississippi school systems with skilled professionals in the development 

of advanced sports administration for their athletic and activity programs.

Educators earning this license may only serve as Athletic Directors and not in 

any other administrative capacity at the local educational agency level.  Dr. 

Buckley recommended approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act 

process on Friday.       
Dr. Buckley discussed establishing a new Endorsement Codes #323, Stand – 

Alone license, and #330, Add – On license, entitled Design Technology for 

Fashion and Interiors, to replace endorsement #347 Clothing Management as 

recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, 

Certification and Licensure Development.  These are new curricula that are 

based in the technical knowledge and application associated with the field of 

design and interiors.  It replaces the old industrial sewing curriculum.  The new 

teacher endorsement requires education and experience specific to design of 

fashion and interiors.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval to begin the 

Administrative Procedures Act process on Friday.        
Dr. Buckley discussed changing degree requirement for Endorsement Code

#379 Polymer/Plastics Technology from “An Associate’s Degree” to “A

Bachelor’s Degree” as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and

Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development.  Content in

the courses Polymer Plastics Technology I and Polymer Plastic Technology II is 

laden with higher technology specific to the discipline.  A higher level of 

education is required of these teachers to adequately communicate the 

complexities of the programs of study and deal effectively with the students 

enrolled in the program.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval to begin the 

Administrative Procedures Act process on Friday.        
Dr. Buckley discussed establishing new graduate Gifted Education add-on 

certification program guidelines for all colleges and universities in the state as 

recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator, Education, 

Certification and Licensure Development.  The guidelines for approval are as

follows:  1) Prerequisite for licensure – candidate must be an appropriately 

licensed teacher with a minimum of two-years of classroom experience, 2) Each

approved Gifted Education graduate program of study should include 12 

semester hours, leading to an add-on endorsement, and 3) Review the progress

of the recommendation for the Gifted Education graduate program courses 

within three years.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Buckley discussed establishing new Endorsement Codes #609 through

Endorsement Code #645 for courses taught by Advance Placement (AP) 

Teachers.  Dr. Buckley stated that beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, 

each teacher planning to teach any AP course must have completed the College 

Board endorsed AP Summer Institute (APSI) for the course and must have

obtained the AP certification through the Mississippi Department of Education’s 

Office of Educator Licensure.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval to begin the 

Administrative Procedures Act process on Friday.  

Dr. Buckley and Mr. Wesley Williams discussed (copy on file) the Critical Needs 

Teacher Scholarship Program (CNTS) Annual Report.        
Dr. Buckley discussed (copy on file) the Teacher Recruitment Incentive Programs Annual Report.

Mr. Hartley noted that he had appointed Mr. Charles McClelland to co-chair the Blue Ribbon Committee to study teacher education programs.  

The meeting recessed at 3:43 p.m.

Approved:

____________________________

__________________________

Claude Hartley, Chair



Hank M. Bounds
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Executive Secretary
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