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Minutes of Mississippi Board of Education Meeting
January 19, 2006
The members of the Mississippi Board of Education met in a work session at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 19, 2006, in the 4th Floor Boardroom of the Central High School Building, 359 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  Board members present were:  Mr. Kenny Bush, Ms. Sondra Parker Caillavet, Mr. Hal Gage, Ms. Rebecca Harris, Mr. Claude Hartley, Mr. Bill Jones, Mr. Charles McClelland, Ms. Rosetta Richard, and Dr. David Sistrunk.  
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Rosetta Richard, Chair.  Ms. Richard noted the statement on the agenda that cellular telephones and pagers are not permitted during Board meetings.  
Dr. Hank Bounds gave the following report from the State Superintendent of Education:

· Reported that the $29 billion Federal Hurricane Relief Package passed recently should provide tremendous aid to the districts on the Coast as well as districts throughout the state that have taken in displaced students;

· Reported that the Federal Hurricane Relief Package includes $1.4 billion for K-12 schools, divided into three categories:

· $645 million to support displaced students

· $750 million to help Gulf Coast schools restart school operations

· $5 million to educate homeless students

· Reported that he recently met with the House and Senate Education Committees outlining the Department’s needs and gave an update on hurricane recovery progress made by the schools;

· Reported that the Mississippi Adequate Education Program Study Commission met recently and passed a report and recommendations for changes to help high-growth districts by using a set student base cost for three years; 

· Reported that he had been appointed by the Council of Chief State Schools Officers to their Elementary and Secondary Act Reauthorization Task Force; and

· Announced that he would be recommending Mr. J. Martez Hill to serve as Deputy Superintendent for Business and Support Services. 

Mr. Steve Williams and Ms. Joy Milam distributed (copy attached) and gave a Legislative Update.

Dr. Beth Sewell gave a report on the North Bolivar School District.

Mr. James Sardin welcomed Dr. Cindy Morgan, Coordinator of Curriculum and 

Instruction, and Dr. Stephanie King, Curriculum Program Manager, who are with 

the Research & Curriculum Unit at Mississippi State University.  Mr. Sardin and 

Dr. Morgan discussed revisions to The Mississippi Secondary and

Postsecondary Curriculum Frameworks.  Mr. Sardin stated that each curriculum

framework follows the established format for secondary or postsecondary 

vocational and technical programs.  Draft curricula for each program was revised 

and reviewed with input from local district personnel and business and industry 

collaborators.  Approved secondary curricula will be disseminated for 

implementation in the 2006-2007 school year. Postsecondary curricula will be 

approved for implementation in the 2007-2008 school year and must be 

implemented by July l, 2008.  Mr. Sardin recommended approval on Friday to 

begin the Administrative Procedures Act process.
Dr. Susan Rucker and Dr. Kris Kaase discussed the methodology to distribute 

federal funds authorized by the Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act

through the Immediate Aid to Restart School Operations program. Dr. Rucker 

recommended  approval on Friday.

Dr. Rucker and Dr. Kaase discussed awarding grant dollars authorized by the 

Hurricane Katrina Education Recovery Act through the Immediate Aid to Restart 

School Operations program.  The Restart program is designed to provide 

immediate services or assistance to local education agencies and non-public 

schools in Mississippi that serve an area in which a major disaster has been

declared as a result of Hurricane Katrina or Hurricane Rita.  Funds are to be 

used to assist school administrators and personnel in restarting school 

operations, reopening schools, and reenrolling students.  Dr. Rucker distributed a 

copy of the application (copy attached).  Dr. Rucker recommended approval on

Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed implementing, in part, the termination for convenience 

clause of the FY 2006 contract with CTB/McGraw-Hill due to the impact of 

Hurricane Katrina.  Dr. Kaase stated that due to the impact of Hurricane Katrina, 

the Department determined that it was in the best interest of our students and 

school district personnel to suspend the 2006 administration of the Mississippi

Curriculum Text Grades 3 and 7 Benchmarks Retest, the writing assessment in 

grades 4 and 7, and the norm-referenced test in grade 6.  The Mississippi

Curriculum Test will be administered in grades 2 – 8 as originally scheduled in

May 2006.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Kaase discussed the revision of the Educable Child policy.  The proposed policy addresses facility approval, state level review board for financial assistance approval, financial assistance, and hearing procedures.  The proposed policy includes a revised methodology for calculating the maximum educable child daily rate.  Dr. Kaase recommended approval on Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process.

Ms. Regina Ginn discussed revision of the model guidelines for developing 

district policies regarding HIV infection and communicable disease control as 

required by State Board Policy JGCC.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on

Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process.

Ms. Ginn discussed the methodology for awarding grants to provide HIV

education to local school districts in high-risk areas.  Ms. Ginn stated that

the purpose of the grant would be to implement age appropriate HIV education in 

school districts that are located in high-risk geographical areas as defined by the 

Mississippi Department of Health based on rates of HIV infection and sexually

transmitted diseases.  Education would be provided through a coordinated 

school health program and through a comprehensive approach to health 

education.  Ms. Ginn recommended approval on Friday.

Dr. Daphne Buckley discussed the contract with the University of Mississippi to

implement additional administrator training and follow up in the area of

instructional leadership.  The primary goal of this training component and follow 

up technical assistance is to assist school districts with training their principals

and administrative leadership to be exemplary.  Dr. Buckley recommended 

approval on Friday.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:53 a.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 

Dr. Buckley welcomed Dr. Larry Drawdy, retired Superintendent of Biloxi School 

District.  Dr. Buckley and Dr. Drawdy discussed the revisions of the Guidelines of 

the Three-Year Vocational Educator License for Non-Degree Applicants, as 

recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education,

Certification and Licensure Development.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval 

on Friday to begin the Administrative Procedures Act process.

Dr. Buckley discussed establishing Cut Scores for Validated Praxis II 

Exams, as recommended by the Commission on Teacher and 

Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure Development.  Dr.

Buckley recommend approval on Friday to begin the Administrative 

Procedures Act process.

Dr. Buckley discussed revisions to the Five-Year Entry Level Alternate 

Route Administrator License, as recommended by the Commission on 

Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and Licensure

Development.  Dr. Buckley recommended approval on Friday to begin the

Administrative Procedures Act process.

Ms. Ethel Carson gave a report on personnel actions; no action was requested.

Ms. Richard gave Board members an opportunity to discuss the following consent items:
Krista Kimble Russell.  $32,320.06 (increase of $14,052.20).  08/11/05 –  

06/30/06.  State funds.  Pool of Service Providers                                            (Office of Quality Educators – Daphne Buckley)

Contractor will provide instruction and training to the Mississippi School of the Arts students in social studies through successful classroom management practices.  She will create course goals, prepare syllabi, assign lessons, and evaluate student content mastery utilizing multiple modes of assessment.  The contactor will monitor and issue timely reports on student progress, keep

accurate attendance reports and regularly communicate with parents.  She will prepare students for the U.S. History Subject Area Test.  The contractor has a master’s degree in social studies, holds MS teacher certification, and has taught successfully during the first semester at MSA.  This contract will enable her to continue teaching through the school year.  The contractor is not a former Department employee or related to any Department employee.

Approval of change orders for State Public School Building Fund

(Office of Healthy Schools – Regina Ginn)

The Office of Safe and Orderly Schools requests approval of change orders for construction projects.  School districts are requested to submit any modifications to an approved contract.

Approval of final projects for State Public School Building Fund

(Office of Healthy Schools – Regina Ginn)

The Office of Safe and Orderly Schools requests approval of final projects 

for state public school building funds.  School districts are requested to 

submit closing documents upon completion of construction projects.

Approval of alteration in school district boundary lines

(Office of Healthy Schools – Regina Ginn)

Section 37-7-105 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, sets out the procedure to be used to alter district boundaries or consolidate school districts.  Subsection (1) states, in pertinent part, as follows:  “In the event the change in the school district lines are either precleared by the United States Department of Justice, or approved by the United States District Court, the State Board of Education shall formally declare the new lines as the new boundaries of the school districts.”  The Yazoo County School District and the Yazoo City School District presented a Joint Motion to the United States District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi.  The two districts jointly moved the Court to alter their school district boundaries pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding entered into by the Board of Trustees of both districts.  The Court approved the Motion, authorized the two districts to implement the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding, and ordered the desegregation orders for both school districts amended to reflect the change of boundaries.  

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm.

Approved:
____________________________

__________________________
Rosetta Richard, Chair
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